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At Wooranna we have a positive image of the child as a strong, capabldireeted learner. Capitalizing on their

natural curiosity and nurturing their thinking skills is not only for our children to excel at school, but to instil adesjre

learn and to make links between school and their wider community. Nurturing in children the ability to think operjly

about their world starts with their own environment. It involves a mixture of free, open exploration on their own an

d

interactions with adults that stimulate discussions and prompt them to explore new ideas, question and think. It is the:
types of experiences that can foster in children a love of learning and thinking that can help them succeed at school &
beyond. We are often asked how you, the parent/guardian can support your child at home. Michael Grose, a regutabl
child psychology, has made some suggestions that are listed below. He advocates, as we do, the role of the enyironn
e 2

Fda GKS GKANR GSFOKSNX LG Aa ¢2NIK O2yaARSNAYy3 K24
and independence.
Consider the following:

Spaces for doing and thinkindzook at your home through the eyes of a child and his or her learning needs. Do ydu hax
spaces that invite your child to explore, create and think? Do you have a quiet place for reading and drawing? Dio you
have a space for kids to be creative and messy? Do you have a place for noise and music? Do you have a spade for

be
tactile with plenty of textures (this can be outside or inside)?

Materials: Look at the materials available that can stimulate the senses of a child. These include art materials, bpoks,
costumes and masks, sketch pads, construction materials, puzzles and games. Take a minimalist approach. That is,
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be creative.

Teachable momentsBe on the lookout for teachable moments. These are the opportunities to explain, question and

prompt exploration with your child. Looking at insect wings, ants walking in a line or moths flying around the lights car
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learned. Sometimes the experience is enough.

Yianna Pullen
PRINCIPAL'S COMMENTS
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The issue of homework elicits varying responses from educators. Many believe that the increased level of homey
some studentgparticularly those at secondary school levsltoo demanding on students. Others believe that
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In deciding the merits, or otherwise, of homework, it might be appropriate for parents to familiarize themselves wi
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Victorian Government
Department of Education and Early Childhood Development
Homework
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reinforces classroom learning, and fosters good lifelong study habits. Schools usually advise parents of homewol
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Parents can help children by:
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encouraging a regular daily session to examine and complete homewaork

discussing key questions or suggesting resources to help with homewaork

helping to balance the amount of time spent between homework and recreational activities such as
watching

television or playing computer games

asking how homework and class work is progressing, and acknowledging success

attending school events, productions or displays their child is involved in

talking to teachers to discuss problems with homework

for upper primary and secondary students, checking whether homework has been set and ensuring that 1
child keeps a homework diary
reading sets set by teachers
discussing their responses to set texts and asking to see work they complete in relation to complete thes
texts
discussing homework with their child in their first language, if English is not the main language spokgn at
home, and linking it to previous experiences.

Ray Trotter
Principal

Mathematical Thinking

The Prep children have been very busy in workshops investigating their senses, creatively exploring reading an
writing and developing deeper understandings in mathematics. The children and teachers have placed & focus
on our knowledge of mathematics and where we see it in the world around us. During our maths workshops the

children talk about how they interact with the tasks and each other. We have come up with the following
guidelines to help us:

* Engagewith the taskg stay focused and explore what you see and know.

* Expresg/ourself¢ share what you know with a friend, ask questions.

* Exploreyour task further

* Elaborateq record what you see.

* Evaluation¢ what have you learnt? record your conclusions. Have you solved the
problem? How can you prove that you are correct?

The children were asked to select 12 coloured squares, create a

repeating pattern using the colours they have selected. Draw your

pattern ¢ what did you see?
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Early Dismissal

Friday 18th September Please book your
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enrolled for the After School Care

Parents are reminded that school will finish2a80pm on Friday18th September, 200®he
last day of Term 3. If you are unable to collect your child/children at this time please arrange
for someone else to collect them at 2.30pm. After School Care will operatefi@dpm on

' TGSNI { OK22¢
on 9795 6528 and leave a message on their answering machine. If your child is not alrg

Program, you can collect an enrolment form from the office.
The first day of Term 4 will be Monday 5th October 2009.

child/children into the program, if you would like
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Qimming Term 4 ReminD

DATES TO REMEMBER

Chess Tournament
Thursday 17th September
8:30am2:30pm

Week 1

Friday 9th
Week 2
Early Dismissal Term 3

Friday 18th September 2:30pm|

First Day of Term 4
Monday 5th October

Swimming Program child swim.

Please remember to pack your towels, goggles and swimming geg
ready to begin Term 4 with a splash.

Monday 5th, Tuesday 6th, Wednesday 7th,
Monday 12th, Tuesday 13th,

Wednesday 14th, Friday 16th

Fast Lane Aquatic Centre Keysborough Campus

Parents are welcome to make their own way there and watch theif
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Commences Term 4
Monday 5th October

@ool Music ProD

Learn keyboard, guitar, violin, here at Wooranna Park

play keyboard, guitar, violin, here at the school. Creati

give children an excellent grounding in music.
Children will learn to read music and play their chosen
instrument. Tuition costs fror$813.40 per lessoand
enrolments are now being accepted for limited places
Term 4 Interested parents should call MaAnne during
office hours on 9818 2333 for more information. You c
also access our web page atvw.creativemusic.com.au

Primary School. Come and join in the fun of learning td

music for schools conducts a school music program of
small group classes here at school each week. We aim
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&MA cheques have arrived at the office and are avail
now for collection. Please bring your Healthcare Card
Pension Card with you when collecting your cheque.

Cheques can only be given to the person who has ap

n| for the E.M.A. allowance.
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http://www.creativemusic.com.au

Lyndale Secondary College School
Uniforms For Sale

Nave blue sports shorts Size XXXL $10
White boys short sleeve shirt Size 24 $5
Navy blue sport shirt Size XL $15
Navy blue knitted jumper Size 24 $25
Maroon knitted jumper Size 24 $25
Maroon knitted jumper (good for spare) Size 22 $10
Maroon knitted jumper (good for spare) Size 22 $10
Phone Angela on 97956554 or 0414 964 603 (after 4pm)

Wooranna Park Primary School does not endorse the product or services of any advertisers. No responsibility is actepéedt fioacy
of information contained in the advertisements or claims made by them. Any use of this newsletter is welcome within titzéntsis the

copyright act.




