
Wonderings
£ÿÿČ¿ùù¿ h¿ČðƴĐ

Wednesday 4 September 2024

Hi everyone,

tã¿ùð īÿě Ėÿ ¿òò ÿěČ Þ¿øåòåÕĐ Ėã¿Ė ¿òĐÿ ĐěĉĉÿČĖÕÑ ÿěČ >¿ĖãÕČƴĐ 1¿ī ĐĖ¿òòƊ tãåĐƅ ¿òÿùß ĥåĖã
your own family celebrations, offered us all an opportunity to reflect on the contribution 
that men make to the lives of children. Thank you to our helpers, Aileen, Cassie, Daniel, 
Matt, Sally and Thushara.  Also, a special shout out to Sam  for her leadership and 
coordination efforts with this stall, giving our students the opportunity to do some 
shopping. 

A special shout out to the incredible dads and father figures 
within our community  We hope you had a great day on  
Sunday! Your dedication to your families does not go 
unnoticed. Last weekend, we celebrated your strength, 
support, and love you provide every day. 

School Saving Bonus
In Term 4, 2024, families with a child enrolled in a government school from Prep to Year 12 
in 2025 will receive the one -off $400 School Saving Bonus. The $400 School Saving Bonus 
provides families with support for education -related costs, such as school activities 
and/or school uniforms and textbooks. The School Saving Bonus is not available for full -
fee international students, home schooled students, TAFE students and students 
attending kindergarten in 2025.    

Actions for parents and carers
Before 18 October 2024, the Department  of Education is asking parents and carers to:

ÅComplete enrolment: If your child, or children are changing government school for 
Term 1 2025, or starting Prep or Year 7 in 2025. For more information, read about 
Enrolling in School .  

×Check your contact information: Ensure your email address and phone number is up 
to date with us. You can check this information by contacting us directly.

We need to ensure your contact information is up to date as the Department of 
Education will email you twice:

Å in October, to verify your email address
Å in November, with your $400 School Saving Bonus.

Please check your junk mail regularly to make sure you do not miss an important email.

To learn more about the School Saving Bonus, download the School Saving Bonus 
Information sheet for government school parents and carers  or visit vic.gov.au/school -
saving -bonus . 

https://www.vic.gov.au/how-choose-school-and-enrol
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/SSB_information_government_school_parents_carers.docx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/SSB_information_government_school_parents_carers.docx
https://www.vic.gov.au/school-saving-bonus
https://www.vic.gov.au/school-saving-bonus




https://www.woorannaparkps.
vic.edu.au/articles/87

School Council Vacancy
There is currently a vacancy on our School Council that needs to be filled until March 
2025. This is an excellent opportunity for those who are looking to make a meaningful 
contribution to our school's governance and strategic direction. We encourage interested 
members of our community to consider this role and help shape the future of our school. 
For more details and to express your interest, please contact the office by either phone or 
email at wooranna.park.ps@education.vic.gov.au  by 4pm on Wednesday 11 September.

https://www.woorannaparkps.vic.edu.au/articles/87
https://www.woorannaparkps.vic.edu.au/articles/87
mailto:wooranna.park.ps@education.vic.gov.au


Parking and Driving Around Our School
Last Friday afternoon, I went to a meeting with the Dandenong 
Council about Road Safety Around Schools.  This meeting 
included Principals from local schools and Council staff.  We 
were able to share our concerns about driver behaviours, 
congestions, and parking.

We are a very lucky community with both Carlton Road and 
Wondalga Avenue available for parking before and after 
school.

It is important to understand that the parking directly outside 
of the school's main entry is for 2 minutes only between 8:15am 
and 9:15am on school mornings.  

Also, the Staff Car Park is for Staff only .

Please ensure that you travel at the 40kmph Speed Limit 
around our school.

It is important that we model to our children Road Safety, by 
using the pedestrian crossing to cross the road and always 
follow the School Crossing Supervisors' directions.  
As a driver you must STOP at the pedestrian crossings when 
someone is crossing the road.  Please be advised that the 
pedestrian crossing on Apex Street is no longer supervised . 

Please use the roundabouts at 
each end of the school to safely 
turn around, rather than doing a 
U-turn in front of the school, 
particularly given there are a lot 
of young children around.

Helmets
When on duty at the front of the school, it is great to see so many students 
wearing their helmet when riding their scooter or bike to and from school, 
for their safety.  I thank all of the wonderful family members who make 
sure that their child is safely fitted with a helmet before leaving home on 
either their bike or scooter.  This illustrates that we are all working 
together to teach our children to stay safe and responsible whilst 
recognising that our young people need adult guidance and teaching on 
important routines such as helmets.

Doing all these actions as a collective community will provide such strong role 
modelling to our children on safe, respectful and responsible choices.

Please note, that while this is a convenient 
place to cross Carlton Road, it is not a 
supervised crossing, and visibility is very 
difficult when cars are parked along both 
sides of the road.



Kind regards,
Amanda Ellaby
Executive Principal

Time to Plan Ahead!
I respect that it is scary to think about 2025, but we are beginning
to look at our enrolment numbers and whole school structure.  
If you have any intentions to unfortunately leave WPPS in the 
next 6 months, please let the school Office know as soon as 
possible.  Your decision does not need to be confirmed and does 
not mean your child loses their spot if you change your mind but 
giving us a heads up is very helpful.  

This information is vital for the school to budget and plan for staffing in 2025.  We do not 
want any children to be stuck in classes that are too big or only have a few kids, but this 
depends on us knowing who will be here.

If you expect to be moving house, travelling overseas or you know your Visa is expiring, 
please communicate this to Office as soon as possible.

If you have a child starting school in 2025, please visit the VicStudents  portal via this link 
https://students.educationapps.vic.gov.au/s/   to create an account and complete the 
online enrolment application form ASAP.

Just  a reminder that Friday 20 September  is our last day of Term 
Three.  Students will be dismissed at 2:30pm.

We will return to school on Monday 7 October !  Remember students 
will require their SunSmart hat  given the warmer weather in Term 
Four.

Colour Run
On Friday 18 October, our fundraising team will be 
hosting a Colour Run from 2:30pm!  This promises to be 
an exhilarating and vibrant event surrounding our 
community with an array of colours and an infectious 
atmosphere of joy and unity.

Students will gather at the starting line with their house, 
decked out in white attire, ready to embark on a lap like 
no other. And as they run, they will be doused with an 
array of vivid, eco - friendly powdered pigments, 
transforming them into rainbows.

Please ensure your child is wearing a white t -shirt on the day and you may like to deck 
them out with some sunglasses too.   There will be a special hot dog lunch pack available 
for $5 that can be ordered via XUNO.  Orders will be accepted up until 4pm on Friday 11 
October.

Our Colour Run promises to be an unforgettable day of laughter, camaraderie, and 
kaleidoscopic memories. Don't miss out on this colourful spectacle that's sure to leave 
everyone with smiles as bright!

https://students.educationapps.vic.gov.au/s/




SHARING OUR                OF LEARNING

Grade 5 and 6 are working on 
learning their lines to perform 
ƳtãÕ håÕÑ håĉÕČƴƊ

Grade 3 and 4 are practising 
ĖãÕåČ ČÕÌÿČÑÕČĐ Ėÿ ĉò¿ī ƳW¿Čī C¿Ñ
QåĖĖòÕ Q¿øËƴƅ ƳQåßãĖòī kÿĥƴ ¿ùÑ

Ƴoÿùß ÿÞ NÿīƴƊ 

Grade 1 and 2 are making 
progress learning rhythms on 
clave and getting ready to 
perform ƳThe King's Breakfast ƴ.

This learning will be performed at 
our Move and Groove Concerts on:

Thursday 28 November 
(Prep and 5/6s)

Thursday 5 December 
(1/2s and 3/4s)

at 2:15pm.



ART CLUB 
Every Wednesday second bell at lunch .
Come and join us every Wednesday at second bell during lunch 
ĖåøÕ åù WĐ Q¿ěČÕòƴĐ ČÿÿøƊ £Õ ĥåòò ¿ùùÿěùÌÕ åÞ ĥÕ ¿ČÕ Ñÿåùß åĖ
outside that week.

CHAPLAINCY SMALL GROUPS WORK
Drumming for Resilience -  Grade 3/4:
Our focus has been on how our neurons 'fire up' and 'talk' to each 
other for things to happen in our brain. Our activities show us how 
this works when we work together. We are also practicing some of 
our beats for a short performance at the end of the term. And we 
are getting better every week as our neural pathways expand! We 
look forward to showing the school what we have learned.

The Chaplaincy program also has a mentoring/pastoral care role as well.  If you feel your child needs 
extra support in this way, please contact Miss Becki our Wellbeing and Inclusion Co -ordinator.
Chaplains are here for students, families and staff.  Our role is to support the wellbeing program of the 
whole school in this community.  You can contact Miss Becki in Wellbeing or 'Chappy' 
samantha.bond@education.vic.gov.au  for more information.

WPPS SCHOOL CHAPLAINCY
Your chaplains this year are Samantha Bond and Connie Tay. We 
are here every Wednesday for groups, games and mentoring. 
School chaplains work closely with Wellbeing to support our 
community. 
We also have on our team volunteer Annie Stewart, who is also 
studying Education Support but who may also step into Chaplaincy 
when her studies are completed. Annie is assisting us with group 
programs.

CHAPPY NEWS

Unlimited -  Grade 5/6:
UNLIMITED is a program about understanding our unlimited potential. When young people 
are empowered to live by their personal values and recognise the values that we all share, 
they can live in harmony and be productive members of our community. Through the 
activities, participants will nurture the leadership skills inside of them. 
Last week we explored our courage meters and how much courage it would take us to do a 
range of different activities. It showed us how different we can all be and that it is ok to not 
be ok about something or for someone else. We can help each other through being 
understanding, kind and encouraging.

KIDS HELPLINE 
Kids Helpline is for everyone really. It's a safe site that children form 5 years -adults can 
access and get information on friendship issues to emotional guidance relevant to the age. 
Parents and children/youth can use the site for counselling via online webchat or a free 
phone call on 1800 55 1800. 

TALK TO OTHER PARENTS JUST LIKE YOU 
There are also groups you can join for support online through their website.:

https://kidshelpline.com.au/parents   https://kidshelpline.com.au/kids
 
Have a happy, fun and safe school break! 
Chappy

mailto:samantha.bond@education.vic.gov.au
https://kidshelpline.com.au/parents
https://kidshelpline.com.au/kids


CHAT Camp

Your Chaplains are also preparing to host the C.H.A.T Camp in September holidays.
It's for ALL cultures! 

See the flyer below or you can email Chappy Sam samantha.bond@ chaplaincy.org .au 
for more information.

mailto:samantha.bond@


A few posts have been put up on our website over the past week.  Please make sure you 
visit the home page and scroll down to catch up.

https://www.woorannaparkps.vic.edu.au/

FACEBOOK & WEBSITE

https://www.woorannaparkps.vic.edu.au/


ATTENTION 2024 GRADE FIVE FAMILIES









Each week our classes earn points during their Specialists' class by:

Á using good manners (respect). 

Á keeping our body parts to ourselves and respecting others personal 
space (safe). 

Á worrying about ourselves and the things that affect us (responsible). 

The class with the most points hosts Puggles for the week Ɔand if a class 
wins Puggles three times then they will get a pizza party!

Congratulations to Prep A, 3/ 4A, 3/ 4B and 5/ 6C 

for being our grades of the week in the last fortnight!

GRADES OF THE WEEK


