
Wow, it has been such a wonderful and busy fortnight at Wooranna Park!

I would like to thank all our families for supporting these learning and wellbeing experiences 
whilst also congratulating our students on their enthusiasm, while being safe, respectful and 
responsible throughout these events!  

Wonderings
Wooranna Park’s

Wednesday 16 August 2023

Hi everyone,

Book Week Celebrations
And the fun does not stop there! ….  On Friday 25 August we will be hosting a book 
character dress up, along with a book fair, to celebrate book week.  This is going to be lots 
of fun for everyone!  We will also be celebrating together with a parade that morning that 
you are welcome to attend.



eSafety
I would like to remind everyone about the key role you play in
guiding your children through the online world as they learn 
through exploration, play and social interaction.

It is a good idea to protect children from online risks such as encountering harmful content, 
contact with strangers or missing out on physical activity. 

I do strongly encourage you to review the eSafety Guide to learn about the latest games, apps 
and social media, including how to protect your information, minimum age for users as 
recommended by the Entertainment Software Ratings Board (ESRB) and how to report harmful 
content.

Below I have included some conversation starters for you to start talking about online safety. 
The topics covered include identifying online risks, using technology safely and reporting unsafe 
behaviour.

Find more of these conversation 
starters at:

https://www.esafety.gov.au/sites
/default/files/2020-
03/eSafety_Ed%20Conversation
%20S%20Young%20People.pdf

https://www.esafety.gov.au/key-issues/esafety-guide
https://www.esafety.gov.au/sites/default/files/2020-03/eSafety_Ed%20Conversation%20S%20Young%20People.pdf
https://www.esafety.gov.au/sites/default/files/2020-03/eSafety_Ed%20Conversation%20S%20Young%20People.pdf
https://www.esafety.gov.au/sites/default/files/2020-03/eSafety_Ed%20Conversation%20S%20Young%20People.pdf
https://www.esafety.gov.au/sites/default/files/2020-03/eSafety_Ed%20Conversation%20S%20Young%20People.pdf


This is a reminder that schools do not provide personal accident 
insurance or ambulance cover for students.  Parents and carers of 
students, who do not have student accident insurance and/or 
ambulance cover, are responsible for paying the cost of medical 
treatment for injured students, including the cost of ambulance 
attendance and any other transport costs.

Kind regards,
Amanda Ellaby

Executive Principal

Time to Plan Ahead!
I respect that it is scary to think about 2024 but we are beginning
to look at our enrolment numbers and whole school structure.  

If you have any intentions to unfortunately leave WPPS in the 
next 6 months, please let the school Office know ASAP. Your 
decision does not need to be confirmed and does not mean 
your child loses their spot if you change your mind but giving 
us a heads up is very helpful. This information is vital for the school to budget and plan for 
staffing in 2024. We do not want any children to be stuck in classes that are too big or only 
have a few kids, but this relies on us knowing who will be here.

If you suspect you may be moving house, travelling overseas or you know your visa is expiring, 
please communicate this to Office as soon as possible.

And if you have a child starting school in 2024, we require your support in submitting their 
enrolment form to the front Office ASAP.

Department of Education Parent / Caregiver / Guardian Opinion Survey
Our school is conducting a survey to find out what Parents / Caregivers /
Guardians think of our school. The Parent / Caregiver / Guardian 
Opinion Survey is an annual survey offered by the Department of 
Education that is designed to assist schools in gaining an 
understanding of families’ perceptions of school climate, student 
behaviour and student engagement. The survey is optional, but we 
encourage all families to participate. Our school will use the survey
results to help inform and direct future school planning and improvement strategies. 

All families will be invited to participate in the survey via a XUNO message on Monday 7 August.  
The Parent / Caregiver / Guardian Opinion Survey will be open from Monday 7 August to Friday 
8 September 2023.

The survey will be conducted online, only takes 20 minutes to complete and can be accessed at 
any convenient time within the survey period on desktop computers, laptops, tablets or 
smartphones. The online survey will be available in English and 10 other languages including 
Arabic, Greek, Hakha Chin, Hindi, Japanese, Punjabi, Simplified Chinese, Somali, Turkish and 
Vietnamese.

Community Pantry
With support from Food Bank, we have opened a community pantry.  This food pantry is available 
in support of our WPPS families' health and wellbeing.

Please stop by our food pantry if you are in need of some supplies.  It is in the TOC and is open 
each Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday between 9:30am and 10:30am.



SHARING OUR         OF LEARNING

In the Grade 1/2 Unit …

The first half of term 3 was largely dedicated to planning and preparing for the Mini Fete! The whole process was a 
wonderful  authentic learning opportunity for the children, culminating is a most wonderful afternoon shopping, 

exploring, eating and working in their stalls.

To get ready for the Mini Fete, the 
children explored procedural texts.  They 
learnt about the features and language 
of  procedural texts.  Each class wrote 
procedures for various aspects of the 
Mini Fete.  1/2 C wrote their own recipe 
for chocolate balls. 1/2 B wrote their 
process for making lolly bags, and 1/2 A 
wrote about making their play-do.  In 
addition to this, all classes wrote 
processes for customer service and 
making change.  What a purposeful way 
to learn about procedural texts 

In addition to the mini fete, children have explored SHAPE. The students 

created various three - dimensional objects including cubes, triangular 

and square based pyramids and rectangular and triangular prisms. Once 

made the students identified the features of their 3D shape by counting 

and recording the number of faces, corners and edges.



Literacy Numeracy
Prep • Decoding texts using an understanding of 

letter sounds including digraphs and split 
digraphs.

• Developing understanding of the main 
ideas in read texts.

• Writing simple sentences using a capital 
letter at the beginning and a full stop at the 
end.

• Developing a simple information report.

• Sorting and classifying familiar objects 
to identify and create patterns.

• Identifying Australian coins
• Interpreting data to create simple data 

displays.
• Comparing features of familiar two-

dimensional shapes and three-
dimensional objects.

Years 
1/2

• Writing information and procedural texts 
that include the features, structure and 
vocabulary that is appropriate to these text 
types and their purpose.

• Investigating the ways words change when 
suffixes are added and learning some 
generalisations for adding suffixes to words.

• Identifying the main idea and key 
information in texts, and constructing 
succinct oral and written summaries that 
include the most important details.

• Applying phonics knowledge of digraphs, 
long vowels, blends, silent letters and 
syllabification to correctly spell words.

• Recognising and representing 
multiplication as repeated addition, 
groups and arrays.

• Recognising and representing practical 
situations that model division as sharing 
or grouping into equal sets.

• Interpreting simple maps of familiar 
locations, identifying the relative 
positions of key features on a map, and 
giving and following directions to familiar 
locations.

• Describing the features of two and three-
dimensional shapes and measuring, 
comparing and ordering shapes and 
objects based on length and area using 
appropriate uniform informal units.

Years 
3/4

• Identifying the features of a procedural text, 
including structure, vocabulary and verb 
groups.

• Applying knowledge of digraphs, trigraphs, 
blends, syllabification and morphemic 
knowledge to spell words correctly.

• Identifying strategies to clarify the meaning 
of unknown words or phrases.

• Creating information texts based on 
students’ interests.

• Solving financial problems including 
budgeting and the calculation of change 
to the nearest five cents, with and without 
digital technologies.

• Identifying possible everyday events and 
their chances of occurring.

• Conducting chance experiments, 
identifying and describing possible 
outcomes and recognising variation in 
results.

• Constructing suitable data displays, with 
and without the use of digital 
technologies, from given or collected 
data.

Years 
5/6

• Analysing the text structures and language 
features used in procedural and 
explanation texts.

• Using comprehension strategies to interpret 
and analyse information and ideas, 
comparing content from a variety of textual 
sources including media and digital texts.

• Understanding how ideas can be expanded 
and sharpened through careful choice of 
verbs, elaborated tenses and a range of 
adverb groups/phrases.

• Creating procedural text, explanation text 
and poetry using text structure and 
language features.

• Comparing and ordering common unit 
fractions.

• Making connections between equivalent 
fractions, decimals and percentages.

• Creating simple financial plans.
• Investigating the effect of combinations 

of transformations on simple and 
composite shapes.

TERM TWO LEARNING GOALS



Makes your life add up!
MATHS

http://www.aaamath.com/ 

WEBSITE of the WEEK

Apps for iPads

Grades P-2

Grades 3-6
 

FREE

Tip of the Week

Maths is not a gene and your 
child can achieve at it!
Do not share your own 
mathematical failures with your 
child. They will start to believe that 
it is their failure also and become a 
self-fulfilling prophecy. Develop 
a Growth Mindset about maths – a 
positive can do attitude that you 
can succeed in maths.

Maths Game of the Week

Card Turnover and Multiply (or add)
                                                  Number of people: 2
   Materials: Deck of playing cards
   Lay out cards on the table, then take turns giving  
   clues. “I spy two cards that add up to 12.” Differentiate 
   for younger kids with options like, “I spy a card that’s less 
than 4,” or for older ones: “I spy two cards that are factors of 12.”

Please visit Mathematics (woorannaparkps.vic.edu.au) to see this game in action!

http://www.aaamath.com/
https://www.mindsetworks.com/default
https://www.woorannaparkps.vic.edu.au/page/42/Mathematics


ART LUNCH CLUB
We are seeing such amazing creations with our 
homemade (school made) play doh 
(thanks to Chappy Catherine) , even with some 
of the colours beginning to 'merge'. We also enjoyed 
some collage creations along with our usual 
happy painters. Much thanks to our teachers who 
supervise during their lunch time such as 
Miss Laurel and Miss Sapna.

     MENTORING
     Those students in our chaplaincy mentoring  program  
     have also been exploring their emotions through some  
     one to one art and one to one drumming (with Chappy  
     Samantha).

DRUMMING FOR RESILIENCE
At the moment our drumming program is being run with some 
grade 3 students. These groups are usually run with only a 
handful of students. It's great for left-right brain connections 
and also a great way to examine and process our emotions
 in a positive way.

PPP FREE PARENTING COURSE- DONE IN YOUR OWN TIME
Why Fear-Less Triple P Online makes all the difference

Help your child manage anxiety and become more emotionally resilient. 

This full toolkit of tips and ideas really works!

• Get a better understanding of anxiety and fear and what can be done about it
• Know what to do when your child is anxious or upset
• A whole range of tools and strategies based on proven principles
• Australian program, university-developed by child psychologists
• You choose what works for you – adapt to suit your family, your values
• Videos and fun interactive learning on your phone, tablet or computer
• 24/7 online, at your place, at your pace

FIND OUT MORE  https://www.triplep-parenting.net.au

Samantha Bond
SU Chaplaincy
Chaplain at Ripplebrook Primary School, Officer Primary 
School, Wooranna Park Primary School

direct (07) 5514 7333 | main (03) 9482 5700 
samantha.bond@suchaplaincy.org.au | su.org.au

CHAPPY NEWS

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.triplep-parenting.net.au%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cvanessa.moodie%40education.vic.gov.au%7C10a65d449bbc4229e84c08db9c817e7b%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638275852319232464%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zf9rbEQTCQiLO54WnVSqXLshbQVaAMEoDo8STyZRoLc%3D&reserved=0
mailto:samantha.bond@suchaplaincy.org.au
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsu.org.au%2F%3Futm_source%3Demail%2520signature%2520link%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_campaign%3Demail%2520signature%2520link&data=05%7C01%7Cvanessa.moodie%40education.vic.gov.au%7C10a65d449bbc4229e84c08db9c817e7b%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638275852319232464%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xU9iV6a%2B1p58dk3%2FRUVfbDvmK1gR9V5oy33p5cXEbOY%3D&reserved=0




EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST

Calling all Artists and Performers for our Art Show!

Students at Wooranna Park Primary School are invited to submit a work of art for The Celebrating the 
Artist in You-Art Show to be held in the TOC at Wooranna, on Thursday 23 November from 3.45pm till 
5pm.

Students will be submitting artwork, with support from their classroom, however if they would like to submit 
a free choice piece of art, could you please tick the box below.

If your child would like to perform at the show, aligned to Mr. Meagher’s directions, please tick the box 

below.

The performance arrangements will be made based on the signed forms returned to the office, no later than 

Friday October 20, 2023.

If you have any questions about the arrangements, please do not hesitate to contact me on 9795 2007 or 
email me at Felix.Meagher@education.vic.gov.au.

Best wishes, 

Felix Meagher

Performing Arts Teacher

Student’s name: 

Student’s grade: 

My child would like to submit a free choice piece of artwork.

My child would like to perform at the Art Show, with the understanding 
that an adult will need to collect them and sign them out of the TOC
at 5pm on Thursday 23 November.

Parent/carer’s signature: 

Date: 

mailto:Felix.Meagher@education.vic.gov.au


As you may have noticed on the calendar, this term we will be hosting a guided 
community learning walk.  This will give our community, current and potential families, 
the opportunity to see our learning in action.

Feel free to join us in the Office at 9:30am on Tuesday 22 August..

Together we will walk through our learning areas, for you to see firsthand our teaching 
and the students’ learning.

COMMUNITY LEARNING WALK





BOOK WEEK CELEBRATIONS
The 2023 Book Week theme is: 

Read, Grow & Inspire

We will be celebrating Book Week at 

WPPS in several ways.  See below for 

some important dates, times and 

information.

The Scholastic Book Fair will be at WPPS from Wednesday 23rd August to 

Friday 25th August from 3:30pm till 4pm. The Book Fair will be set up in Little 

House. Wooranna receives a credit for a percentage of book fair sales so you 

can make your purchases knowing that you are supporting your child’s 

learning community. 

On Friday 25th August children are encouraged to come to school dressed as 
their favourite book character. We will have our whole school parade at 9:15am 
on the asphalt. (TOC if wet). Prizes for best costumes will be announced during 
the Friday afternoon announcement.  Family and friends are invited to come 
and share in the fun!

Follow these links to find some simple book week costume ideas (that use what 

you might already have). 

• https://beanstalkmums.com.au/easy-book-week-costumes-make-at-home/
• https://www.simplifycreateinspire.com/book-week-costume-ideas/
• https://ellaslist.com.au/articles/top-ten-last-minute-book-week-costumes

This year we will be running an art competition, with a 
prize for Junior and Senior school. The artwork should 
represent the theme, ‘Read, Grow, Inspire’ and be 
submitted into the Book Week Art Competition boxes in 
the Library by Friday 18th August. Children will be given 
time at school to work on their submissions, but they may 
opt to bring them home.

https://beanstalkmums.com.au/easy-book-week-costumes-make-at-home/
https://www.simplifycreateinspire.com/book-week-costume-ideas/
https://ellaslist.com.au/articles/top-ten-last-minute-book-week-costumes






Coming soon!

Please see our website to see how you can help in the lead 
up or on the day: 

https://www.woorannaparkps.vic.edu.au/articles/62

https://www.woorannaparkps.vic.edu.au/articles/62


PARENTING POST

Lucia Hetherington
Respectful Relationships Leader

Emotions are part of human nature. They give us information about what we're experiencing and 
help us know how to react. As we grow, we become more skilled in understanding emotions. 
Instead of just reacting we can identify what we feel and put it into words. With time and practice, 
we get better at knowing what we are feeling and why. This skill is called emotional awareness. 
Being aware of our emotions can help us talk about feelings more clearly, avoid or resolve 
conflicts better, and move past difficult feelings more easily.

Talking to your children about their emotions helps them realise that they come and go. 
Sometimes our emotions can be mild, intense or anywhere in between. There are no good or bad 
emotions, but there are good and bad ways of expressing (or acting on) emotions. The ability to 
manage our emotions is built on the foundation of being able to understand and label them first.

Some emotions feel positive — like feeling happy, loving, confident, inspired, cheerful, interested, 
grateful, or included. Other emotions can seem more negative — like feeling angry, resentful, 
afraid, ashamed, guilty, sad, or worried. Both positive and negative emotions are normal.

Just like anything else in life, when it comes to emotions, practice makes perfect! Remember, 
there are no good or bad emotions. Don't judge your feelings — just keep noticing and naming 
them.

https://kidshealth.org/en/teens/emotional-awareness.html




Each week our classes earn points during their specialist classes by:

▪ Being calm 
▪ Using appropriate language when speaking
▪ Caring for, look after and use equipment for its correct purposes
▪ Helping and looking out for and support others.

The class with the most points hosts Puggles for the week…and if a class wins Puggles 
three times in a term, then they will get a pizza party!

Congratulations to Prep A, Prep B, 3/4B and 3/4C for

being our grades of the week, in the last two weeks!

GRADES OF THE WEEK



CURRICULUM DAYS
The following day has been endorsed by 
School Council:
 
• Friday 24 November

Students do not attend on
this day.

The last day of Term Three is Friday 15 
September where school finishes at 2:30pm.

STUDENT SUPERVISION
Please note that our school grounds are
supervised by school staff at the following 
times:

● Before school from 8:45am to 9am
● Throughout recess and lunch
● After school from 3:30pm to 3:45pm.

The school grounds are not 
supervised outside of the 
above times.

It is important that parents/ 
carers understand that
the park, opposite the school, 
is not supervised by staff
before or after school. 

While some families 
use this area as a 
meeting place, please 
know children must be 
supervised by an adult, 
as per the Greater 
Dandenong Council’s 
direction.

Wooranna Park Primary School recognises 
the importance of the partnership between 
schools and families to support student 
learning, engagement and wellbeing. 

Your child’s teacher will offer you a range of
opportunities to communicate with them
including:

✓ XUNO
✓ School diary
✓ Formal meetings
✓ Before/After school chats

If you do not have access to XUNO please 
contact our school Office and find out how 
you can obtain it as XUNO will be used several 
times each week so we want 
everyone to have access.

COMMUNICATION

CONTACT DETAILS
It is very important the school has your most 
current emergency contact telephone details 
and home address.

If you change telephone details or home
address at any point, we ask that you update 
the school with your accurate contact details 
as soon as possible.

BREAKFAST CLUB
Breakfast is available for all 
students from 8.15am.

بسیار مهم است شماره تماس اضطراری 
و ٓادرس دقیق خانه شما

را ما در مکتب داشته باشیم.

اگر شما شماره تلیفون یا ٓادرس خود را تفیر 
میدهید لطفن هر چه

زودتر مکتب را اطالع دهید

Please like our Facebook page.  This page will 
be used by the school to inform families and 
the public of events and updates at the school.  
Feedback and discussion with parents/carers 
are welcome, but the school will not use 
Facebook for this purpose.  

Please contact the school directly if you wish 
to discuss matters, as per our communication 
process.  Only this Facebook page is endorsed 
by the Principal.  Any other 
Facebook pages are not 
officially authorised 
representatives of the school.

FACEBOOK

IMPORTANT DETAILS

https://www.facebook.com/WoorannaParkPrimarySchool
https://www.facebook.com/WoorannaParkPrimarySchool


MOBILE DEVICES
In line with the Department of Education’s 
Mobile Phone policy, all phones brought to 
school must be switched off and stored 
securely in the front Office, during the school 
day.

A mobile phone is a telephone with access to a 
cellular (telecommunication) system, with or 
without a physical connection to a network. 
For the purpose of this policy, “mobile phone” 
refers to mobile phones and any device that 
may connect to or have a similar functionality 
to a mobile phone such as a smartwatch. 

When a student is not complying with this 
mobile phone policy, we will be required to 
follow a process in accordance with our 
existing student engagement polices.

Subway lunch orders 
are available each 
Friday.  There is a pre-
ordering system and 
orders must be placed 
via the QKR app by 1pm 
each Thursday for the 
Friday’s lunch.  Late 
orders cannot be 
accepted.

SAFETY

It takes a village to raise a child and we are 
yours!  Village OSHC partners with schools 
Australia-wide to keep children safe and happy 
outside school hours as parents work or study.  
In our care, children make new friends, build on 
old friendships, get exercise, eat healthy food, 
embrace their imagination and have loads of 
fun in a safe and respectful environment.

Our after-school care program is run by Village 
OSHC. They operate After School Care from
3.30pm to 6pm Monday to Thursday.

All families are strongly encouraged to register 
their child/ren for VillageOSHC as it is free to 
enrol and while you are under no obligation to 
use the service it does provide support for you 
in the event of an emergency.  Plus, our 
students love attending this service! For 
information about this program, please 
contact the service directly at 
https://villageoshc.com.au/

For Term One and 
Four, we wear our 

broad brimmed, 
navy blue hat 
always when 

outside.

SUNSMART

OUT OF HOURS SCHOOL CARE LUNCH ORDERS

Village OSHC provides 
Outside School Hours 
Care at Wooranna Park 
Primary School

All bike and scooter riders are required to 
wear a bike helmet in Victoria.  

Approved helmets have the Australian 
Standards Mark TM (AS/NZS 2063) and will be 
marked as suitable for cycling.

Children under the age of 12 
may ride on footpaths, as can 
a supervising adult. They are 
required to give way to 
pedestrians and to wheel their 
bicycles over pedestrian and 
children’s crossings.

Also, by law everyone 
must wear a seat belt 
when travelling in a 
car in Australia

MORE IMPORTANT DETAILS

https://www.vic.gov.au/mobile-phones-schools
https://villageoshc.com.au/


Orange Short Sleeve 
Polo Shirt

Windcheater

Navy Blue 
Bomber Jacket

Navy Blue Tracksuit 
Pants or Full Length 

Leggings
No Jeans

Navy Blue Rugby or 
Gaberdine Shorts or 

Skort

Navy Blue 
Hat

Socks 
White, Black or Navy

Gloves and Scarves 
White, Black or Navy

The following items are not permitted as a part of our uniform:

Summer 
Dress

Orange Long Sleeve
Polo Shirt

The wearing of school uniform is compulsory at Wooranna Park Primary School. For our full 
uniform, please see the school website. All our uniform pieces can be purchased at PSW, Unit 
1, 9-11 South Link, Dandenong South, 3157

Sport Shoes or Black 
Shoes

Please clearly label all clothing items including shoes.

UNIFORM REMINDERS

Jewellery Long Earring Nail Polish Make Up



If you have a child who will be starting Prep in 2024, please visit or call the 
Office to organise an interview with one of our leadership members.  This 
process helps us to get to know your little one in support of their transition to 
school. 

If you know of a family who is wanting to join the Wooranna Park community 
in 2024, please encourage them to call the Office to organise a school tour. 
 
Details about the 2024 Prep enrolment process can be found on our website 
at https://www.woorannaparkps.vic.edu.au/page/12/Enrolment

FUTURE ENROLMENTS

https://www.woorannaparkps.vic.edu.au/page/12/Enrolment
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