
Wonderings
£ÿÿČ¿ùù¿ h¿ČðƴĐ

Wednesday 30 August 2023

Hieveryone,

Wow, what a week of celebrating all things books.  I wanted to extend a big 
congratulations to everyone for your efforts in preparing a costume to celebrate Book 
Week.  The court was a sea of colour and smiling faces as we came together to celebrate 
the joy that books bring us.

This celebration has also extended into our Book Fair  and we are so grateful to all the 
families that visited this fair.  This is a great demonstration to our children how much we 
value reading.  

tãÕ +ÿÿð >¿åČƴĐ Þåù¿ò ĖČ¿Ñåùß ĥåòò Ė¿ðÕ ĉò¿ÌÕ ĖãåĐ ¿ÞĖÕČùÿÿù ÞČÿø őƄőŎĉø Ėåòò Œĉø Đÿ ĐĖÿĉ
into the Little House!

Visit our photo gallery on our website to see even more photos!

https://www.woorannaparkps.vic.edu.au/page/21/Photo-Galleries


Kind regards,
Amanda Ellaby

Executive Principal

Time to Plan Ahead!
I respect that it is scary to think about 2024 but we are beginning
to look at our enrolment numbers and whole school structure.  

If you have any intentions to unfortunately leave WPPS in the 
next 6 months, please let the school Office know ASAP.                                                                       
Your decision does not need to be confirmed and does not mean 
your child loses their spot if you change your mind but giving 
us a heads up is very helpful.  This information is vital for the school to budget and plan for 
staffing in 2024.  We do not want any children to be stuck in classes that are too big or only 
have a few kids, but this relies on us knowing who will be here.

If you suspect you may be moving house, travelling overseas or you know your visa is expiring, 
please communicate this to Office as soon as possible.

And if you have a child starting school in 2024, we require your support by submitting their 
enrolment form to the front Office ASAP.

Department of Education Parent / Caregiver / Guardian Opinion Survey
Our school is conducting a survey to find out what Parents / Caregivers /
Guardians think of our school.  The Parent / Caregiver / Guardian 
Opinion Survey is an annual survey offered by the Department of 
Education that is designed to assist schools in gaining an 
ěùÑÕČĐĖ¿ùÑåùß ÿÞ Þ¿øåòåÕĐƴ ĉÕČÌÕĉĖåÿùĐ ÿÞ ĐÌãÿÿò Ìòåø¿ĖÕƅ ĐĖěÑÕùĖ
behaviour and student engagement.  The survey is optional, but we 
encourage all families to participate.  Our school will use the survey
results to help inform and direct future school planning and improvement strategies. 

All families will be invited to participate in the survey via a XUNO message on Monday 7 August.   
The Parent / Caregiver / Guardian Opinion Survey will be open until Friday 8 September 2023.

The survey will be conducted online , only takes 20 minutes to complete and can be accessed at 
any convenient time within the survey period on desktop computers, laptops, tablets or 
smartphones.  The online survey will be available in English and 10 other languages including 
Arabic, Greek, Hakha Chin, Hindi, Japanese, Punjabi, Simplified Chinese, Somali, Turkish, and 
Vietnamese .

Friday 15 September is the 
last day of term so school 

will finish at 2:30pm.



SHARING OUR         OF LEARNING

READING:

In reading, we have been 
working on our clarifying 
skills.  So far, we have learnt 
4 clarifying strategies. 

1. Understanding the 
role  the word plays: is 
it a noun, verb, 
adjective, or adverb?

2. Use the mood of the 
text: is the text scary, 
happy, suspenseful? 

3. Look for conjunctions. 
4. Look to see if the 

meaning is in the 
sentence.  

In the Grade 3/4 Unit é.

INQUIRY

In inquiry, we have focused on the 
ƦŝƨǭƳǙϐǭŝȓǭϐςĘƀįǭϐDƳϐĞƳǵϐDƳϐĘƆǭƀϐ ƨϐ
rŕŝįΧσϐŌȔϐ¥ƳŌƆϐĞƳƦįŕįΟϐ

We have looked at how inventions are 
created to overcome a problem. In our 
inquiry unit, we have explored famous 
inventions and started designing our 
own. 

First, we had to identify a problem, and 
then we had to create an invention that 
would help solve the problem. 

ART:

In our art sessions, we have 
continued to look at the 
different elements of art. 

This term we focused on line, 
shape, and space. We look 
forward to using these skills 
in our upcoming art projects. 

MATHS

In maths we have been looking methods 
of data collection, ways of representing 
data, and the interpretation of data. We 
have examined the features of a graph 
and constructed our own graphs 
physically and digitally. 

We have explored location and mapping. 
We utilised cardinal and intercardinal 
cardinal directions to help us locate items 
on a map. 

WRITING:

In writing this term we have focused on 
procedural and informative writing. 

We explored the textural features of both 
types of texts. We collaborated within our 
classes to construct a procedure on what to 
do on a wet day timetable. In addition, we 
independently constructed a procedural text 
ƳƨϐςmƳȎϐǭƳϐŌǙǵǡƀϐȔƳǵǙϐǭŝŝǭƀσΟϐ

For our informative writing unit, we have 
been focusing on animals. We are currently 
researching about a chosen animal and 
using paraphrasing as a strategy to ensure 
that we are not copying words verbatim. 



SHARING OUR           OF LEARNING
Performing Arts

The Preps at Wooranna Park are preparing for the
Celebrating The Artist in You Art Show on November 23.
They will be singing Frere Jacques,
Kookaburra Sits In The Old Gum Tree,
Fuzzy Wuzzy Caterpillar and 
oãÕƴòò +Õ ,ÿøåùß kÿěùÑ tãÕ WÿěùĖ¿åùƊ
They will be accompanied by Grade 5 and 6 students
on ukuleles.

The Grade 1 and 2 students at Wooranna Park are 
rehearsing to perform at The Celebrating The
Artist in You on November 23. They will perform
Shark Shuffle (a song about surfing), and a 
Clapstick Routine .

The Grade 3 and 4 students at Wooranna Park get
to present what they have been learning on recorders at 
The Celebrating the Artist in You Art Show on 
November 23. They will also be singing the Bob Randall 
song, Brown Skin Baby, (an autobiographical song about 
the Stolen Generations).

The Grade 5 and 6 are collaborating with the Preps at 
the Celebrating The Artist In You Arts Show on
November 23. They will play the ukulele for the Preps to
sing along to. They will also perform the Banjo Paterson 
classic comic Australiana poem, The Man From 
Ironbark.

Felix Meagher,

Performing Arts Teacher,

Wooranna Park Primary School





ART LUNCH CLUB

We are seeing such amazing creations with our
homemade (school made) play doh (thanks to Chappy 
Catherine), even with some of the colours beginning to 
'merge'. We also enjoyed some collage creations along with 
our usual happy painters. Much thanks to our teachers who 
supervise during their lunch time such as Miss Laurel and 
Miss Sapna.

MENTORING
Those students in our chaplaincy mentoring program have 
also been exploring their emotions through some one to

                                             one art and one to one drumming (with Chappy Samantha).

DRUMMING FOR RESILIENCE

At the moment our drumming program is being run with
some grade 3 students. These groups are usually run with 
only a handful of students. It's great for left-right brain 
connections and also a great way to examine and process 
our emotions in a positive way.

PPP FREE PARENTING COURSE- DONE IN YOUR OWN TIME

Why Fear-Less Triple  P Online  makes all  the difference
Help your child manage anxiety and become more emotionally resilient. 

This full tool kit  of tips and ideas really works!

¶ Get a better understanding of anxiety and fear and what can be done about it
¶ Know what to do when your child is anxious or upset
¶ A whole range of tools and strategies based on proven principles
¶ Australian program, university-developed by child psychologists
¶ You choose what works for you ɀ adapt to suit your family, your values
¶ Videos and fun interactive learning on your phone, tablet or computer
¶ 24/7  online, at your place, at your pace

FIND OUT MOREhttps://www.triplep -parenting.net.au

Samantha Bond

SU Chaplaincy
Chaplain at Ripplebrook Primary School, Officer Primary School,
Wooranna Park Primary School
samantha.bond@suchaplaincy.org.au | su.org.au

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.triplep-parenting.net.au%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cvanessa.moodie%40education.vic.gov.au%7C10a65d449bbc4229e84c08db9c817e7b%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638275852319232464%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zf9rbEQTCQiLO54WnVSqXLshbQVaAMEoDo8STyZRoLc%3D&reserved=0
mailto:samantha.bond@suchaplaincy.org.au
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsu.org.au%2F%3Futm_source%3Demail%2520signature%2520link%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_campaign%3Demail%2520signature%2520link&data=05%7C01%7Cvanessa.moodie%40education.vic.gov.au%7C10a65d449bbc4229e84c08db9c817e7b%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638275852319232464%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xU9iV6a%2B1p58dk3%2FRUVfbDvmK1gR9V5oy33p5cXEbOY%3D&reserved=0


Challenge of the Week
MATHS

Welcome to our Maths Challenge of the week. Please share your answers 

with Miss Rachael. The first person to solve the problem will be 

acknowledged with 5 raffle tickets!

Congratulations toÜ 

For her excellent problem-solving skills and correctly cracking the code to 

the safe! 

Bree 3/4C

IfƤ
1=3
2=3
3=5
4=4
5=4

Then, 6=?



Tomorrow!

Please see our website to see how you can help in the lead 
up to or on the day: 

https://www.woorannaparkps.vic.edu.au/articles/62

https://www.woorannaparkps.vic.edu.au/articles/62


PARENTING POST

Lucia Hetherington
Respectful Relationships Leader

As part of our wellbeing sessions and following the Kids Roar incursion, students have 
been introduced to the concept that our body lets us know when we feel unsafe. These 
¿ČÕ Ì¿òòÕÑ ƱEarly Warning Signs ƲƊ oÿøÕ ÿÞ ÿěČ ËÿÑīƴĐ Õ¿Čòī ĥ¿Čùåùß ĐåßùĐ ¿ČÕ ĐĥÕ¿Ėī
palms, wobbly knees, heart racing, crying, goosebumps, shaking, butterflies in the tummy 
etc.

Emotional feelings  have corresponding physical changes, and we can identify these by 
observing what is going on in our bodies. Your child may experience several physical 
reactions when they are feeling unsafe. EĖƴĐ åøĉÿČĖ¿ùĖ Ėÿ ĖÕ¿Ìã ÿěČ ÌãåòÑČÕù Ėÿ òåĐĖÕù Ėÿ
their early warning signs when they feel unsafe and practice protective behaviours. Most 
ÿÞ ĖãÕ ĖåøÕ ÿěČ ĥ¿Čùåùß ĐåßùĐ ĥåòò ßÿƅ åÞ ĖãÕī ÑÿùƴĖ ßÿ ¿ĥ¿īƅ åĖ åĐ åøĉÿČĖ¿ùĖ Ėÿ ßÿ ¿ùÑ ĖÕòò ¿
trusted adult .

©ÿě Ì¿ù ěĐÕ ĖãÕ ĉÿĐĖÕČ ƱWī
5¿Čòī £¿Čùåùß oåßùĐƲ Ėÿ
help your child identify the 
physical changes they 
experience when they feel 
scared or unsafe. You can 
discuss past situations 
when your child has noticed 
their early warning signs 
and how they responded.

If your child is unsure what 
their early warning signs 
are you can do an 
experiment with them: 
burst a balloon, pop 
popcorn, swing high on a 
swing etc to see what 
physical responses they 
notice.



Each week our classes earn points during their specialist classes by:

Á Being calm 
Á Using appropriate language when speaking
Á Caring for, look after and use equipment for its correct purposes
Á Helping and looking out for and support others.

tãÕ Ìò¿ĐĐ ĥåĖã ĖãÕ øÿĐĖ ĉÿåùĖĐ ãÿĐĖĐ hěßßòÕĐ ÞÿČ ĖãÕ ĥÕÕðƆ¿ùÑ åÞ ¿ Ìò¿ĐĐ ĥåùĐ hěßßòÕĐ
three times in a term, then they will get a pizza party!

Congratulations to Prep A, Prep B, 3/4C and 5/6B for

being our grades of the week, in the last two weeks!

GRADES OF THE WEEK



Just a reminder that all  students and staff are expected to wear a 
broad brimmed hat during any outside activities from the 
beginning of Term Four, until the end of April.

Teachers on play support will be reminding students that No Hat 
makes for No Play .  Students without an approved hat will be 
directed to remain in a shaded area.

£åĖã ĖãåĐ ùÿĖåÌÕ ĥÕ ¿Đð īÿě Ėÿ ÿČß¿ùåĐÕ īÿěČ ÌãåòÑƐČÕùƴĐ ã¿Ė åù
ĉČÕĉ¿Č¿Ėåÿù ÞÿČ tÕČø >ÿěČƴĐ ĐěùĐãåùÕƊ

SUNSMART REMINDER



CURRICULUM DAYS
The following day has been endorsed by 
School Council:
 
Å Friday 24 November

Students do not attend on
this day.

The last day of Term Three is Friday 15 
September where school finishes at 2:30pm.

STUDENT SUPERVISION

Please note that our school grounds are
supervised by school staff at the following 
times:

ǒ Before school from 8:45am to 9am
ǒ Throughout recess and lunch
ǒ After school from 3:30pm to 3:45pm.

The school grounds are not 
supervised outside of the 
above times.

It is important that parents/ 
carers understand that
the park, opposite the school, 
is not supervised by staff
before or after school. 

While some families 
use this area as a 
meeting place, please 
know children must be 
supervised by an adult, 
as per the Greater 
1¿ùÑÕùÿùß ,ÿěùÌåòƴĐ
direction.

Wooranna  Park  Primary  School  recognises  
the  importance  of  the  partnership  between  
schools  and  families  to  support  student  
learning,  engagement  and  wellbeing . 

Your ÌãåòÑƴĐteacher will offer you a range of
opportunities to communicate with them
including :

V XUNO
V School diary
V Formal meetings
V Before/After school chats

If you do not have access to XUNO please 
contact our school Office and find out how 
you can obtain it as XUNO will be used several 
times each week  so we want 
everyone to have access.

COMMUNICATION

CONTACT DETAILS
It is very important the school has your most 
current emergency contact telephone details 
and home address.

If you change telephone details, email or home 
address at any point, we ask that you update 
the school with your accurate contact details 
as soon as possible.

BREAKFAST CLUB
Breakfast is available for all 
students from 8.15am.

 ͻϼϜϼАЎϜ ЀϝвϦ иϼϝвІ ϤЂϜ алв ϼϝтЂϠ
ϝвІ йжϝ϶ ХтЦϸ ЀϼϸϜᴘ м

.атІϝϠ йϦІϜϸ ϞϦͮв ϼϸ ϝв Ϝϼ

 ϼтУϦ Ϝϼ ϸм϶ ЀϼϸϜᴘ ϝт дмУтЯϦ иϼϝвІ ϝвІ ϼ͵Ϝ
йͧ ϼк дУАЮ ϸткϸтв

ϸткϸ ЙЮϝАϜ Ϝϼ ϞϦͮв ϼϦϸмϾ

Please like our Facebook page .  This page will 
be used by the school to inform families and 
the public of events and updates at the school.  
Feedback and discussion with parents/carers 
are welcome, but the school will not use 
Facebook for this purpose.  

Please contact the school directly if you wish 
to discuss matters, as per our communication 
process.  Only this Facebook page is endorsed 
by the Principal.  Any other 
Facebook pages are not 
officially authorised 
representatives of the school.

FACEBOOK

IMPORTANT DETAILS

https://www.facebook.com/WoorannaParkPrimarySchool
https://www.facebook.com/WoorannaParkPrimarySchool


MOBILE DEVICES
In line with the Department of Education ƴs 
Mobile Phone policy , all phones brought to 
school must be switched off and stored 
securely in the front Office, during the school 
day.

A mobile phone is a telephone with access to a 
cellular (telecommunication) system, with or 
without a physical connection to a network. 
For the purpose of  this policy, Ʊmobile phone Ʋ
refers to mobile phones and any device that 
may connect to or have a similar functionality 
to a mobile phone such as a smartwatch. 

When a student is not complying with this 
mobile phone policy, we will be required to 
follow a process in accordance with our 
existing student engagement polices.

Subway lunch orders 
are available each 
Friday.  There is a pre -
ordering system and 
orders much be placed 
via the QKR app  by 1pm 
each Thursday for the 
>ČåÑ¿īƴĐ òěùÌãƊ Q¿ĖÕ
orders cannot be 
accepted.

SAFETY

It takes a village to raise a child and we are 
yours!  Village OSHC partners with schools 
Australia -wide to keep children safe and happy 
outside school hours as parents work or study.  
In our care, children make new friends, build on 
old friendships, get exercise, eat healthy food, 
embrace their imagination and have loads of 
fun in a safe and respectful environment.

Our after -school care program is run by Village  
OSHC. They operate After School Care from
3.30pm to 6pm Monday to Thursday .

All families are strongly encouraged to register 
their child/ren for VillageOSHC as it is free to 
enrol and while you are under no obligation to 
use the service it does provide support for you in 
the event of an emergency.  Plus, our students 
love attending this service! For information 
about this program, please contact the service 
directly at https://villageoshc.com.au/

For Term One and 
Four, we wear our 

broad brimmed, 
navy blue  hat 
always when 

outside.

SUNSMART

OUT OF HOURS SCHOOL CARE LUNCH ORDERS

Village OSHC provides 
Outside School Hours 
Care at Wooranna Park 
Primary School

All bike and scooter riders are required to 
wear a bike helmet in Victoria.  

Approved helmets have the Australian 
Standards Mark TM (AS/NZS 2063) and will be 
marked as suitable for cycling.

Children under the age of 12 
may ride on footpaths, as can 
a supervising adult. They are 
required to give way to 
pedestrians and to wheel their  
bicycles over pedestrian and 
ÌãåòÑČÕùƴĐ ÌČÿĐĐåùßĐƊ

Also, by law everyone 
must wear a seat belt 
when travelling in a 
car in Australia

MORE IMPORTANT DETAILS

https://www.vic.gov.au/mobile-phones-schools
https://villageoshc.com.au/


Orange Shor t Sleeve 
Polo  Shirt

Navy Blue
Windcheater

Navy  Blue 
Bomber  Jacket

Navy  Blue  Tracksuit 
Pants or Full  Length 

Leggings
No Jeans

Navy  Blue  Rugby  or 
Gaberdine  Shorts or 

Skort

Navy  Blue  
Hat

Socks  
White,  Black or  Navy

Gloves  and  Scarves 
White,  Black or  Navy

The following  items  are  not  permitted  as a part  of  our  uniform:

Summer  
Dress

Orange  Long  Sleeve
Polo  Shirt

The wearing  of  school  uniform  is compulsory  at  Wooranna  Park  Primary  School . For  our  full  
uniform,  please  see the  school  website . All our  uniform  pieces  can  be  purchased  at  PSW, Unit  
1, 9-11 South  Link,  Dandenong  South,  3157

Sport  Shoes  or  Black  
Shoes

Please clearly label all clothing items including shoes.

UNIFORM REMINDERS

Jewellery Long Earring Nail Polish Make Up



If you have a child who will be starting Prep in 2024, please visit or call the 
Office to organise an interview with one of our leadership members.  This 
process helps us to get to know your little one in support of their transition to 
school. 

If you know of a family who is wanting to join the Wooranna Park community 
in 2024, please encourage them to call the Office to organise a school tour. 
 
Details about the 2024 Prep enrolment process can be found on our website 
at https://www.woorannaparkps.vic.edu.au/page/12/Enrolment

FUTURE ENROLMENTS

https://www.woorannaparkps.vic.edu.au/page/12/Enrolment




RACE THROUGH TERM 3 
WITH VILLAGEOSHC!

Race through Term 3 with  non-stop play!
Make your bookings today at VillageOSHC.com.au!



Our VPS competition  offers  opportunities  such as:

 Learning the game while participating  in a competition  setting competing  against local primary schools

 We are grassroots  to the sport and supports transitioning  your child (or children) into continuing to play 

  the sport at the domestic  level

 Flexible time frame (Friday after school)  to support your child (or children) while they may be 
participating  in basketball or other sports

 Representing your school at a fun level and enjoying playing with school mates

 Provided quality uniforms  with the option to have quality basketball shoes as well.

DO YOU ENJOY PLAYING BASKETBALL

AND WOULD LIKE TO PLAY MORE?
DO YOU WANT TO HAVE FUN PLAYING BASKETBALL 

WITH YOUR SCHOOL MATES?

WHEN: FRIDAY EVENINGS

TIME: BETWEEN 4:00PM - 6:00PM

WHERE: DANDENONG BASKETBALL STADIUM - COURTS 11, 12, & 13

If  you are interested  and want to know more:

Please contact  our VPS Manager 
John King directly  -  0422 899 179

www.vpsbasketball.com.au

http://www.vpsbasketball.com.au/




PLUS YouTube  Creators  Coding  DJ MinecraftPLUS YouTube  Creators  Coding DJ Roblox

Animation  Design  Minions  Jurassic  World

Book  now  at  codecamp.com.au/flyer

School  holiday  

camps on sale 

now!

SAVE $25
Use coupon  code

EARLY25 at  checkout

NEW Minecraft  Engineers







Drum  
Theatre 

Thursday  
21 

September,  
2pm Tickets: 

E14  -  E18

Box  Office  8571  1666 
drum.greaterdandenong.

vic.gov.au


