
Wonderings
Wooranna Park’s

Wednesday 16 October 2024

Hi everyone,

I hope that everybody had the opportunity for some enjoyable family time over the 
school break, and that you have been able to make the most of the extra sunlight and 
warmer weather now here. It’s the perfect time to get involved in some more physical 
activity, which we know has innumerable benefits to both our physical and mental 
health, for adults and children alike. 

Uniform in Term Four
It has been great to see so many students remaining safe, wearing their broad
brimmed hat during any outside activities.  As part of our Dress Code policy
such hats are required from the beginning of Term Four, until the end of April.  

Teachers on play support will be reminding students that No Hat makes for No Play.  
Students without an approved hat will be directed to remain in a shaded area.  

Also, thank you for helping to ensure your child learns the importance of wearing the 
correct school uniform. A school uniform removes the sense of competition in dress, 
which can often cause stress amongst students and has the important safety benefit of 
making Wooranna Park Primary children instantly recognisable.

If you require some assistance in accessing a uniform, please see us at the Office as we 
are more than happy to help you out so that your child/ren has a strong sense of 
belonging to the Wooranna Park community.  For your convenience we do have SunSmart 
hats on sale in the front office for $5.
Farewell
Sadly, last Friday we bid farewell to Sam 
Augustin, who has served as a volunteer for the 
last nine years. Sam has been a friendly smile at 
Breakfast Club each morning and has worked 
tirelessly to raise funds for the school through 
our various stalls and Bunnings BBQs. She will 
be sorely missed and difficult to replace.

While we will be farewelling Sam formally at our 
assembly on Friday, 25 October, I would like to 
take this opportunity to express our heartfelt 
gratitude to her for all that she has brought to 
the Wooranna Park Primary School community. 
Her dedication to our students, along with her 
commitment and passion, have truly made a 
difference in their lives.

Thank you!

https://www.woorannaparkps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/1677024594dress_code_policy.pdf


Colour Run
Our fundraising team will be hosting a Colour Run from 
2:40pm this Friday! This promises to be an exhilarating 
and vibrant event, surrounding our community with an 
array of colours and an infectious atmosphere of joy and 
unity.

Students will gather at the starting line with their classmates, decked out in white attire, 
ready to embark on a lap like no other. And as they run, they will be doused with an array 
of vivid, eco-friendly powdered pigments, transforming them into  rainbows.  More 
information about this powder can be found 
at: https://www.qualitycolouredpowder.com.au/faqs

More help to prepare the colour powder would be appreciated if you are available on 
Thursday 17 October from 2pm till 3:30pm.

Please ensure your child is wearing a white t-shirt on the day, and you may like to deck 
them out with some sunglasses too!  If you or your child does not want to be splashed in 
colour please ensure they are wearing a dark t-shirt so that volunteers and staff are 
aware of their choice.

Our Colour Run promises to be an unforgettable day of laughter, camaraderie, and 
kaleidoscopic memories. Don't miss out on this colourful spectacle that's sure to leave 
everyone with smiles as bright!

If you have decided that you do not want your child to participate in this colour run, then 
please communicate to your child's teacher via email or XUNO.

Principal for a Day 
I will be handing over my job to selected students to be Principal for a Day 
on Friday 18 October! Students interested in this challenge are encouraged to write an 
application. These applications need to be submitted by Friday 15 October so that I can 
select a P-2, 3-4 & 5-6 Principal. I can’t wait to share this day with three successful 
applicants!

After School Care
I recommend that all parents/carers register their 
child/ren for VillageOSHC in preparation for Term 
Four. While there is no obligation to use this service, 
it could provide support in the event of an 
emergency. You will need to enter a credit card to 
complete the enrolment. The credit card will incur a 
$0.98 charge to verify it as valid. That small charge 
will go into your “LookedAfter” account and can be 
put towards your first bill if you use this service. If 
you do not end up using the service, the amount 
will remain until you close your “LookedAfter” 
account, at which point the $0.98 charge will be 
credited back to your card.

https://www.qualitycolouredpowder.com.au/faqs


Reminder: Update Emergency and Personal Contact Information 
It is very important the school has your most current emergency 
contact telephone details, email and home address. If you 
change your telephone details, email, or home address at any 
point, please update the school with your accurate contact 
information as soon as possible. This is particularly important as 
this time of the year in support of you having access to the 
School Saver Bonus.
This is a reminder that schools do not provide personal accident insurance or 
ambulance cover for students. This is also a reminder that schools do not provide 
personal accident insurance or ambulance cover for students. Parents and carers of 
students without student accident insurance or ambulance cover are responsible for 
paying the cost of medical treatment for injured students, including the cost of 
ambulance attendance and any other transport costs. 

School Review
This Monday, we commenced our school review. The purpose 
of this review is to assess the work completed during the last 
four years of our school’s Strategic Plan (2020 to 2024). This 
review will also help inform the development of our next 
4-year School Strategic Plan, as well as assess our compliance 
with the Curriculum and Student Learning Minimum Standards.

The review will take place over four days, led by an independent reviewer, along with two 
other principals, the Senior Education Improvement Leader, the School Council 
President, and members of our school’s leadership team. This process will help us 
evaluate our strengths and identify areas for growth, ensuring we provide the best 
possible education for our students.

As part of this review, we invite you to participate in a community focus group where you 
will have the opportunity to share your insights and experiences with the external 
members of the review panel. Your perspectives are invaluable, and your input will help 
shape the future direction of our school.
The focus group will take place on either:

• Monday 21 October from 9am till 9:50am, in the staff room.
• Tuesday 22 October from 2:40pm till 3:30pm, in the staff room.

I strongly encourage all parents and carers to attend and contribute to this important 
conversation.

Excitingly, we have already received confirmation from the Senior Advisor at the School 
Compliance Unit (Operational Policy, School Engagement and Compliance Division) that 
Wooranna Park Primary School has been assessed as fully compliant with the elements 
of the Minimum Standards for School Registration (including the Child Safe Standards), 
which is wonderful news!

https://www.woorannaparkps.vic.edu.au/articles/87


Thinking Ahead to 2025
We are now in the process of reviewing student enrolment numbers for 2025 at each year 
level, as we prepare to structure our teaching teams and grades. If you are considering 
leaving Wooranna Park PS next year, please advise the office in writing as soon as 
possible.

Your decision does not need to be final, and your child will not lose their spot if you 
change your mind but giving us a heads-up is very helpful. This information is vital for 
the school’s budgeting and staffing plans for 2025. Additionally, if you think you may be 
moving house, travelling overseas, or if your visa is expiring, please inform the office as 
soon as possible.

If you know of a family or student who will be attending Wooranna Park PS in 2025 and is 
not currently enrolled, please encourage them to contact the office as soon as possible.

I would also like to invite parents to submit in writing any information about their 
child/ren that they would like considered when we form new grades for 2025. The 
information should focus on your child’s needs (whether academic, medical, physical, 
emotional, or social) and the type of person you believe they respond to best. Please 
refrain from identifying a specific teacher, as it may lead to disappointment for both you 
and your child. Even if you have communicated with a staff member during the year, we 
ask that you complete a request to ensure we have an up-to-date record.

If you have made a request in previous years, a new request needs to be completed. To 
keep all requests centralised, please submit a separate request for each of your children 
via the link below and note that naming specific teachers or friends will not be 
considered, as it makes the process too difficult.

https://forms.gle/y21Gej6m1wexemacA

Requests must be submitted by 9am on Monday 11th November. Using this information, 
we will do our best to select the teacher who will best meet your child/ren’s needs, as well 
as those of their 2025 classmates.

Kind regards,
Amanda Ellaby

Executive Principal

School Supervision Hours
Please note that our school grounds are supervised by school staff at the following times:

● Before school from 8:30am to 9:00am  
● Throughout recess and lunch
● After school from 3:30pm to 3:45pm.

Students arriving prior to 8:30am must remain in Breakfast 
Club, regardless of if they eating breakfast or not.

The school grounds are not supervised outside of the above 
times.

Additionally, I would like to remind you that the park opposite 
the school is not supervised by staff before or after school. 
While I understand that some families use this area as a 
meeting place, it is important to note that children must be
supervised by an adult in this Council area.

https://forms.gle/y21Gej6m1wexemacA


ART CLUB 
Every Wednesday second bell at lunch.
Come and join us every Wednesday at second bell during lunch 
time in Ms Laurel’s room. We will announce if we are doing it 
outside that week.

CHAPLAINCY SMALL GROUPS WORK
Drumming for Resilience - Grade 3/4:
Our focus has been on how our neurons 'fire up' and 'talk' to each 
other for things to happen in our brain. Our activities show us how 
this works when we work together. We are also practicing some of 
our beats for a short performance at the end of the term. And we 
are getting better every week as our neural pathways expand! We 
look forward to showing the school what we have learned.

The Chaplaincy program also has a mentoring/pastoral care role as well.  If you feel your child needs 
extra support in this way, please contact Miss Becki our Wellbeing and Inclusion Co-ordinator.
Chaplains are here for students, families and staff.  Our role is to support the wellbeing program of 
the whole school in this community.  You can contact Miss Becki in Wellbeing or 'Chappy' 
samantha.bond@education.vic.gov.au for more information.

WPPS SCHOOL CHAPLAINCY
Your chaplains this year are Samantha Bond and Connie Tay. We 
are here every Wednesday for groups, games and mentoring. 
School chaplains work closely with Wellbeing to support our 
community. 
We also have on our team volunteer Annie Stewart, who is also 
studying Education Support but who may also step into Chaplaincy 
when her studies are completed. Annie is assisting us with group 
programs.

CHAPPY NEWS

Unlimited - Grade 5/6:
UNLIMITED is a program about understanding our unlimited potential. When young people 
are empowered to live by their personal values and recognise the values that we all share, 
they can live in harmony and be productive members of our community. Through the 
activities, participants will nurture the leadership skills inside of them. 
Last week we explored our courage meters and how much courage it would take us to do a 
range of different activities. It showed us how different we can all be and that it is ok to not 
be ok about something or for someone else. We can help each other through being 
understanding, kind and encouraging.

KIDS HELPLINE 
Kids Helpline is for everyone really. It’s a safe space that children (from 5 years old) to adults 
can access for information on issues like friendships or emotional guidance relevant to their 
age. Parents and children/youth can use the site for counselling via online webchat or a free 
phone call on 1800 55 1800.

There are also support groups you can join for support online through their website.:

Parents: https://kidshelpline.com.au/parents
Kids: https://kidshelpline.com.au/kids

Have a happy, fun and safe week! 
Chappy

mailto:samantha.bond@education.vic.gov.au
https://kidshelpline.com.au/parents
https://kidshelpline.com.au/kids


A few posts have been put up on our website over the past week.  Please make sure you 
visit the home page and scroll down to catch up.

https://www.woorannaparkps.vic.edu.au/

FACEBOOK & WEBSITE

https://www.woorannaparkps.vic.edu.au/




https://www.woorannaparkps.
vic.edu.au/articles/87

https://www.woorannaparkps.vic.edu.au/articles/87
https://www.woorannaparkps.vic.edu.au/articles/87


Each week our classes earn points during their Specialists' class by:

▪ using good manners (respect). 

▪ keeping our body parts to ourselves and respecting others personal 
space (safe). 

▪ looking after the classroom and school equipment (responsible). 

The class with the most points hosts Puggles for the week…and if a class 
wins Puggles three times then they will get a pizza party!

Congratulations to Prep A, 3/4A and 5/6A 

for being our grades of the week in the last fortnight!

GRADES OF THE WEEK





This year the school’s swimming program will take place at Splash’s Learn to Swim school, Stud 
Road Dandenong.

Learning to swim is a crucial part of your child’s growth and development and an important 
component of the school curriculum. Splash’s Learn to Swim School focuses on providing high-
quality, experienced instructors in an environment where students of all ages can progress 
rapidly. The approach to the Swim & Survive program has two key components: water safety and 
stroke development. The classes will be run by AUSWIM-qualified instructors, who will focus on 
creating an environment that enables students to reach their swimming potential.

The swim sessions will be 45 minutes in duration, with qualified instructors teaching ability 
groups of a maximum of 8 students. Students will be transported by bus between WPPS and 
Splash’s Learn to Swim School by Victorian Touring Coaches throughout the day.

Parents are welcome to meet us at the venue to watch their child’s swimming progress. If you 
would like to assist your child with dressing after swimming, you must have a Working with 
Children Check. as this is a legal requirement that Splash’s Learn to Swim School must adhere to. 
Any parents wishing to attend will need to make their own way to and from the centre, as we do 
not have any spaces available on the bus. Please note, while we encourage parent involvement, it 
is also important to help children further develop their independence by learning to dress and dry 
themselves. 

This year, the Department of Education has provided funding to subsidise swimming programs 
held in primary schools.

Please approve on XUNO by 4pm on Monday 28 October to secure your child/rens position for this 
program.

You will also need to complete this electronic Swimming Skills assessment form for each of your 
children participating in this  swimming program.

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=qEbaKxTnWU6hYiwvumF-OS-
CzzvVwppEqLOKuXfUPSpUM1NXSjBUVTVNTzRZRUdOTFBIVzdYWjNOQy4u

This form needs to completed by Monday 28 October.

SWIMMING PROGRAM

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=qEbaKxTnWU6hYiwvumF-OS-CzzvVwppEqLOKuXfUPSpUM1NXSjBUVTVNTzRZRUdOTFBIVzdYWjNOQy4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=qEbaKxTnWU6hYiwvumF-OS-CzzvVwppEqLOKuXfUPSpUM1NXSjBUVTVNTzRZRUdOTFBIVzdYWjNOQy4u


Save the Date!



Just a reminder that all students and staff are expected to wear a named, broad 
brimmed navy-blue hat during any outside activities from the beginning of Term Four, 
until the end of April.

Teachers on play support will be reminding students that No Hat makes for No Play.  
Students without an approved hat will be directed to remain in a shaded area.

Wooranna Park Primary School encourages all staff and students to apply SPF50 or 
SPF50+ broad-spectrum, water-resistant sunscreen daily whenever UV levels reach 3 
and above. Sunscreen should be applied at least 20 minutes before going outdoors and 
reapplied every two hours (or more frequently if sweating or swimming). 

Students and staff are encouraged to bring their own SPF50 or SPF50+ broad-spectrum, 
water-resistant sunscreen to school. 

SUNSMART REMINDER



Orange Short Sleeve 

Polo Shirts
Navy Blue 

Bomber Jacket

Navy Blue tracksuit 

pants/full length 

leggings No Jeans

Navy Blue Rugby or 

Gaberdine Shorts/Skort
Navy Blue Hat

Socks –

White, Black, Navy

Gloves and Scarves 

(White, Black, Navy)

The following items are not permitted as a part of our uniform:

Jewellery Long Earrings Nail Polish Make-Up

Summer Dress

Orange Long Sleeve

Polo Shirt

The wearing of school uniform is compulsory at Wooranna Park Primary School.
For our full uniform, please see the school website. All our uniform pieces can be
purchased at PSW, Unit 1, 9-11 South Link, Dandenong South, 3157

Sport Shoes or Black Shoes

Please clearly label all clothing items including shoes.

Navy Blue 

Windcheater

UNIFORM REQUIREMENTS



NEW UNIFORM ITEM



If you have a child who will be starting Prep in 2025, please visit or call the 
Office to organise an interview with one of our leadership members.  
This process helps us to get to know your little one in support of their 
transition to school. 
If you know of a family who is wanting to join the Wooranna Park community 
in 2025, please encourage them to call the Office to organise a school tour. 
 
Details about the 2025 Prep enrolment process can be found on our website 
at https://www.woorannaparkps.vic.edu.au/page/12/Enrolment

FUTURE ENROLMENTS

https://www.woorannaparkps.vic.edu.au/page/12/Enrolment


CURRICULUM DAYS
The following day has been endorsed by School 
Council:

• Monday 28 October

Students do not attend on 
this day.

The last day of Term Three is 
Friday 20 December.  School finishes at 1:30pm.

STUDENT SUPERVISION
Please note that our school grounds are
supervised by school staff at the following 
times:

● Before school from 8:30am to 9am
● Throughout recess and lunch
● After school from 3:30pm to 3:40pm.

Our gates are locked each afternoon at 
3:45pm.  Students in the school grounds after 
this time will be cared for at VillageOHSC at 
the family’s expense.  

The school grounds are not supervised outside 
of the above times.

It is important that families understand that
the park, opposite the school, is not supervised 
by staff before or after school. 

While some families use this 
area as a meeting place, 
please know children must be 
supervised by an adult, as per 
the Greater Dandenong 
Council’s direction.

Wooranna Park Primary School recognises 
the importance of the partnership between 
schools and families to support student 
learning, engagement, and wellbeing. 

Your child’s teacher will offer you a range of 
opportunities to communicate with them 
including:

✓ XUNO
✓ School diary
✓ Formal meetings
✓ Before/After school chats

If you do not have access to XUNO please 
contact our school Office and find out how 
you can obtain it as XUNO will be used several 
times each week, so we want 
everyone to have access.

COMMUNICATION

CONTACT DETAILS
It is very important the school has your most 
current emergency contact telephone details,  
home and e-mail address.

If you change telephone details or home and 
e-mail address at any point, we ask that you 
update the school with your accurate contact 
details as soon as possible.

BREAKFAST CLUB
Breakfast is available for all 
students from 8:15am.

بسیار مهم است شماره تماس اضطراری 
و ٓادرس دقیق خانه شما

را ما در مکتب داشته باشیم.

اگر شما شماره تلیفون یا ٓادرس خود را تفیر 
میدهید لطفن هر چه

زودتر مکتب را اطالع دهید

Please like our Facebook page.  This page will 
be used by the school to inform families and 
the public of events and updates at the school.  
Feedback and discussion with parents/carers 
are welcome, but the school will not use 
Facebook for this purpose.  

Please contact the school directly if you wish 
to discuss matters, as per our communication 
process.  Only this Facebook page is endorsed 
by the Principal.  Any other 
Facebook pages are not 
officially authorised 
representatives of the school.

FACEBOOK

IMPORTANT DETAILS

https://www.facebook.com/WoorannaParkPrimarySchool
https://www.facebook.com/WoorannaParkPrimarySchool


MOBILE DEVICES
In line with the Department of Education’s 
Mobile Phone policy, all phones brought to 
school must be switched off and stored 
securely in the front Office, during the school 
day.

A mobile phone is a telephone with access to a 
cellular (telecommunication) system, with or 
without a physical connection to a network. 
For the purpose of this policy, “mobile phone” 
refers to mobile phones and any device that 
may connect to or have a similar functionality 
to a mobile phone, such as a smartwatch. 

If a student is not complying with this mobile 
phone policy, we will be required to follow a 
process in accordance with our 
existing student engagement 
polices.

Subway lunch orders are 
available each Friday.  
There is a pre-ordering 
system and orders must 
be placed via XUNO by 
4pm each Tuesday for 
the Friday’s lunch.  

Late orders cannot be 
accepted.

SAFETY

It takes a village to raise a child and we are 
yours!  Village OSHC partners with schools 
Australia-wide to keep children safe and happy 
outside school hours as parents/carers work or 
study.  In our care, children make new friends, 
build on old friendships, get exercise, eat 
healthy food, embrace their imagination and 
have loads of fun in a safe and respectful 
environment.

Our after-school care program is run by Village 
OSHC. They operate After School Care from 
3.30pm to 6pm, Tuesday to Thursday. 

All families are strongly encouraged to register 
their child/ren for VillageOSHC as it is free to 
enrol and while you are under no obligation to 
use this service it does provide support for you 
in the event of an emergency.  Plus, our students 
love attending this service!  For information 
about this program, please contact this service 
directly at https://villageoshc.com.au/

For Term One and 
Four, we wear our 

named, broad 
brimmed, navy-

blue hat at all 
times when 

outside.

SUNSMART

OUT OF HOURS SCHOOL CARE LUNCH ORDERS
Village OSHC provides 
Outside School Hours 
Care at Wooranna Park 
Primary School

MORE IMPORTANT DETAILS

All bike and scooter riders are required to 
wear a bike helmet in Victoria.  

Approved helmets have the Australian 
Standards Mark TM (AS/NZS 2063) and will be 
marked as suitable for cycling.

Children under the age of 12 
may ride on footpaths, as can 
a supervising adult. They are 
required to give way to 
pedestrians and to wheel their 
bicycles over pedestrian and 
children’s crossings.

Also, by law everyone 
must wear a seat belt 
when travelling in a 
car in Australia

https://www.vic.gov.au/mobile-phones-schools
https://villageoshc.com.au/






Dandenong Show Colouring Competition and Event Details
The Dandenong Show is offering an exciting colouring 
competition for students, with a chance to win free tickets to the 
show! 
To enter, students can either colour in one of the provided 
pictures (available from the office) or draw their favourite thing 
at the show. Submit entries via Messenger, and some favourites 
will be featured on social media for a People's Choice award. 

All entries will also be displayed in the Exhibition Pavilion during 
the show.

Dandenong Show Details:
• Dates: Saturday 9th November - Sunday 10th November 2024
• Location: Greaves Reserve, 2-20 Bennet Street, Dandenong 

VIC 3175
• Activities: Rides, amusements, animal nursery, arts & crafts, 

cattle, sheep, fireworks, horses, show jumping, sporting horse 
events, poultry, rabbits, show bags, and lots of free activities!

For tickets, visit: Dandenong Show Tickets

Good luck, and happy colouring!

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.trybooking.com%2Fevents%2Flanding%2F1277734&h=AT1dQ1npOfgCY88jmq3FxkYBEc5iDbUX3LN7UlM25mPDhjNpGlmnsGj6I-AHPsAsPwlb8T4EP28mF2AElKMpEKVSC9L4hBrRtuObMVLGT22LXvMlVzpKw_4OiOrhmRsFOMgRLSnxhSo9kwrHnDL8&__tn__=-UK*F
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Melbourne Cup 
Day - No School

Term 4 2024
Keep this handy calendar on your fridge for upcoming events at school. 
Check XUNO, visit our website, or follow our Facebook page as this 
calendar is subject to changes.

Gala Day (5/6s)

Whole School 
Assembly @  2:40pm

Student Advisory 
Meeting

(Elected Leaders)

School Council @ 6pm

2025 Prep Transition 
(2:30-3:15pm)

Whole School 
Assembly @  2:40pm

Swimming Program (4 days)

2025 Prep Transition 
(2:30-3:15pm)

2025 Prep Transition 
(2:30-3:15pm)

Student Advisory 
Meeting

(Elected Leaders)

School Council @ 6pm

Whole School 
Assembly @  2:40pm

Pyjama Day
(Gold Coin Donation)

Curriculum Day
No students at 

school

2025 Prep Transition 
(Dari speaking families

2:30-3:15pm)

Christmas Stall
Grade Six 

Graduation 

Year 6 > 7 State 
Transition Day

Meet your 2025 Teacher!

Class End of 
Year Parties

Student reports 
available on XUNO

Golden Assembly

Don’t forget your 
school, sun smart hat!

First day of 
Term Four

Team Time @  2:40pm

First Aid Incursion
(All students)

9795 2007
www.woorannaparkps.vic.edu.au

Download the XUNO Family app from Google Play or 
iOS app store to receive notifications to your phone of 
upcoming events, and notices!

Whole School 
Colour Run @  2:40pm

Student Advisory 
Forum

(Elected Leaders)

Dental Van onsite

Move and Groove 
@ 2:15pm 

(Prep and 5/6s)

Move and Groove 
@ 2:15pm 

(1/2s and 3/4s)
Community Helper 

Morning Tea @ 10:50am

Last Day of Term
1:30pm finish

Whole School Novelty 
Sports Carnival

(Wear your 
House Colours)

for the Day
(Elected Students)

2025 House Leader 
Elections

(Due by 4pm today!)

Last day to order a 
sausage sizzle lunch!

Cranbourne Botanical 
Gardens excursion

(3/4s)

Swimming 
closes today!

Year 5/6 Big Day Out

RACV Road 
Safety incursion

(P-2)

Maths Competition
(Elected 5/6 

Students)

Maths Competition
(Elected 5/6 

Students)

Cranbourne Botanical 
Gardens excursion

(1/2s)

STEM Camp @ 
Lyndale SC

(5s)

https://www.woorannaparkps.vic.edu.au/
https://www.facebook.com/WoorannaParkPrimarySchool
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