
Wonderings
Wooranna Park’s

Wednesday 27 August 2025

Hi everyone,

We still have a few students 
floating into school after the bell. 
"Arrive by 8:55am" is the safest 
way to make sure your child is 
not missing out on vital learning. 
Please do your best to get your 
child to school on time. Good 
habits (and bad ones) start 
early in life.

Updated Policies
Throughout the year Wooranna Park Primary School reviews and updates its Child Safety 
Policies and Procedures, to ensure they meet the requirements of the new standards, as 
well as other whole school policies.  These are always available to view on the school’s 
website and at the Office. 

We are committed to continuous improvement in our approach to child safety and 
wellbeing and welcome feedback from families and members of our school community on 
ways we can further strengthen our Child Safety Policies procedures and practices.

If you have any suggestions, comments or questions, please contact me via the school 
email: wooranna.park.ps@education.vic.gov.au

Importance of School Attendance
Please remember that it is your responsibility to notify the school if your 
child is going to be late or away from school.  You can log your child’s 
absence by logging onto XUNO, calling the school on 9795 2007 or by sending 
an email to wooranna.park.ps@education.vic.gov.au

Please note that aligned to the Department’s School Attendance Guidelines, we will keep 
a record of the reason given for each absence.  The Principal will determine if the 
explanation provided is a reasonable excuse for the purpose of the parent/carer meeting 
their responsibilities under the Education Training Reform Act 2006 and the School 
Attendance Guidelines. 

If it is considered that the parent/carer has provided a reasonable excuse for their child’s 
absence, the absence will be marked as ‘excused absence’. 

If the school determines that no reasonable excuse has been provided, the absence will 
be marked as ‘unexcused absence’. 

The Principal has the discretion to accept a reason given by a parent/carer for a 
student’s absence. The Principal will generally excuse:

• medical and dental appointments, where out of hours appointments are not possible 
or appropriate

• bereavement or attendance at the funeral of a relative or friend of the student, 
including a student required to attend Sorry Business

• school refusal, if a plan is in place with the parent/carer to address causes and 
support the student’s return to school

• cultural observance if the parent/carer notifies the school in advance
• family holidays where the parent/carer notifies the school in advance. 

Wow, it has been such a wonderful and busy fortnight at Wooranna Park!

I would like to thank all our families for supporting these learning and wellbeing 
experiences whilst also congratulating our students on their enthusiasm, while being 
safe, respectful and responsible throughout these events!  
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Dress Up Day

https://www.woorannaparkps.vic.edu.au/page/13/Policies
https://www.woorannaparkps.vic.edu.au/page/13/Policies
mailto:wooranna.park.ps@education.vic.gov.au
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Time to Plan Ahead!
I respect that it is scary to think about 2026, but we are beginning
to look at our enrolment numbers and whole school structure.  

If you have any intentions to unfortunately leave WPPS in the 
next 6 months, please let the school office know ASAP. Your 
decision does not need to be confirmed and does not mean 
your child loses their spot if you change your mind but giving 
us a heads up is very helpful. This information is vital for the school to budget and plan for 
staffing in 2026. We do not want any children to be stuck in classes that are too big or 
only have a few kids, but this relies on us knowing who will be here.

If you suspect you may be moving house, travelling overseas or you know your visa is 
expiring, please communicate this to office as soon as possible.

If you have a child starting school in 2026, please visit the VicStudents portal via this link 
https://students.educationapps.vic.gov.au/s/ to create an account and complete the 
online application form ASAP given that offers are now being send out.

Department of Education Parent / Caregiver / Guardian Opinion Survey
Our school is conducting a survey to find out what parents / caregivers /
guardians think of our school.  The Parent / Caregiver / Guardian 
Opinion Survey is an annual survey offered by the Department of 
Education that is designed to assist schools in gaining an 
understanding of families’ perceptions of school climate, student 
behaviour and student engagement.  The survey is optional, but we 
encourage all families to participate.  Our school will use the survey
results to help inform and direct future school planning and improvement strategies. 

All families will be invited to participate in the survey via a XUNO message on Monday 18 
August . The Parent / Caregiver / Guardian Opinion Survey will be open from Monday 18 
August to Friday 19 September

The survey will be conducted online, only takes 20 minutes to complete.

Crazy Day!
And the fun does not stop there ….!  

On Friday 5 September our Junior School Council have planned a crazy 
day.  Students are invited to wear a crazy outfit, and a gold coin would be 
appreciated for the JSCs fundraising efforts.

There will also be a sausage sizzle lunch so please pack an extra $2.50 if 
your child would like a sausage!

https://students.educationapps.vic.gov.au/s/


Parking and Driving Around Our School
Last Friday afternoon I went to a meeting with the Dandenong 
Council about Road Safety Around Schools.  This meeting 
included Principals from local schools and the Council staff.  
We were able to share our concerns about driver behaviours, 
congestions and parking.

We are a very lucky community with both Carlton Road and 
Wondalga Avenue available for parking before and after 
school.

It is important to understand that the parking directly outside 
of the school's main entry is for 2 minutes only between 8:15am 
and 9:15am on school mornings.  

Also, the Staff Car Park is for Staff only.

Please ensure that you travel at the 40kmph Speed Limit 
around our school.

It is important that we model to our children Road Safety, by 
using the pedestrian crossing to cross the road and always 
follow the School Crossing Supervisors' directions.  
As a driver you must STOP at the pedestrian crossings when 
someone is crossing the road.  Please be advised that the 
pedestrian crossing on Apex Street is no longer supervised. 

Please use the roundabouts at 
each end of the school to safely 
turn around, rather than doing a 
U-turn in front of the school, 
particularly given there are a lot 
of young children around.

Helmets
When on duty at the front of the school, it is great to see so many students 
wearing their helmet when riding their scooter or bike to and from school, 
for their safety.  I thank all of the wonderful family members who make 
sure that their child is safely fitted with a helmet before leaving home on 
either their bike or scooter.  This illustrates that we are all working 
together to teach our children to stay safe and responsible whilst 
recognising that our young people need adult guidance and teaching on 
important routines such as helmets.

Doing all these actions as a collective community will provide such strong role 
modelling to our children on safe, respectful and responsible choices.

Please note, that while this is 
a convenient place to cross 
Carlton Road, it is not a 
supervised crossing and 
visibility is very difficult when 
cars are parked along both 
sides of the road.



Child Safety Processes
I am pleased to share that all members of our School Council completed their Child Safe 
Training at our recent July meeting.  This training reinforces our shared commitment to 
providing a safe, supportive and inclusive environment for every child. It ensures our 
council members are informed about their responsibilities under the Child Safe 
Standards and are equipped to actively contribute to the ongoing safety and wellbeing of 
our students.

Mandatory reporters are legally required to report any incident, disclosure, or reasonable 
suspicion of child abuse or harm, including physical, emotional, sexual abuse, or neglect. 
These responsibilities apply regardless of when or where the concern arises.

Mandatory reporting is not about making judgments or accusations. It is a vital 
safeguard that ensures concerns are passed on to the appropriate authorities who are 
trained to investigate and support families when needed. Our shared goal is to protect 
the rights, safety, and wellbeing of every child and, wherever possible, to work in 
respectful partnership with families.

Importantly, failure to report a known or suspected incident of abuse is a criminal offence 
under the Children, Youth and Families Act 2005 (Vic).

Additionally, all adults in Victoria, regardless of their profession, have a legal obligation 
under the Crimes Act 1958 (Vic) to act if they know or suspect that a child is being 
sexually abused. This includes the Failure to Disclose and Failure to Protect offences, 
which apply beyond the scope of mandatory reporting.

Finally, if you are planning to volunteer at school be it whether for excursions, classroom 
help, or events, you must hold a Volunteer Working with Children Check (WWCC).

This is a requirement under Victorian law and part of our school’s commitment to 
upholding child safety standards.

 It’s free for volunteers
 It’s quick and easy to apply
 It helps us meet our legal obligations and keep everyone safe.

Apply here: https://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au

Thank you for your commitment to maintaining a safe and supportive environment for 
every child. If you have any questions about these child safe responsibilities or the 
reporting process, please do not hesitate to seek support or clarification.

Amanda Ellaby
Executive Principal

I want to highlight the critical responsibilities all school staff and 
relevant professionals have in keeping children safe.

Under Victorian law, all registered teachers, school principals, early 
childhood educators, youth workers, out-of-school-hours care staff, 
medical professionals, nurses, police officers, and psychologists are 
mandatory reporters. This applies across all school settings, 
government, Catholic, and independent, and includes Department of 
Education and Training (DET) and non-DET staff.

https://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.woorannaparkps.vic.edu.au%2Fuploaded_files%2Fmedia%2F2024_06_child_safety_responding_and_reporting_obligations.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CAmanda.Ellaby%40education.vic.gov.au%7C24dfb586e58f461f60be08ddbf607df8%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638877143342820426%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1pFvsMLqNgkCZeR54qVz0R%2FJf48ECa9Dk%2BdssLZ7heM%3D&reserved=0








GRADES OF THE WEEK

Each week our classes earn points during their Specialists' class by:

▪ respecting others’ right to learn (respect). 

▪ keeping our body parts to ourselves and their personal space (safe). 

▪ Looking after classroom and school equipment (responsible). 

The class with the most points hosts Puggles for the week…and if a class 
wins Puggles three times then they will get a pizza party!

Congratulations to Prep B1/2C, 3/4C, 5/6A and 5/6B

for being our grades of the week in the last fortnight!

Congratulations to *****

for being our grades of the week in 
the last week!



FUNDRAISING UPDATE
If you can help in any way in preparation or at our Father’s Day 
stall, please register via the following links:

 https://forms.gle/xMsFvcWeBnKUtUUo9.

https://forms.gle/xMsFvcWeBnKUtUUo9


Last day today!







PREMIERS’ READING CHALLENGE



You are invited to an information session about how you can support your child to use 
Sunshine Online at home.

Sunshine Online is a digital program for children aged 5–10 that supports reading 
accuracy, fluency and comprehension. It offers 180 decodable texts and over 900 fiction 
and non-fiction e-books, hundreds of literacy and skills activities and resources fluent 
readers.

At this session, you will:

• See how Sunshine Online works
• Learn how it can help your child’s learning
• Practise using it on a phone, tablet, or computer
• Take home a simple step-by-step guide
• Receive support to add the app to your device

When: Monday 15th September
Time: 2:45 pm
Where: 1/2 D 

Please bring your phone, tablet, or laptop if you can.

We will have devices here for you to practise on.

Tea, coffee, and snacks provided.

Interpreters will be available.

We look forward to seeing you there!

Kim Campbell
Literacy Leader (P-2)

SUNSHINE ONLINE 
INFORMATION SESSION



A few posts have been put up on our website over the past week.  Please make sure you 
visit the home page and scroll down to catch up.

https://www.woorannaparkps.vic.edu.au/

FACEBOOK & WEBSITE

https://www.woorannaparkps.vic.edu.au/


If you have a child who will be starting Prep in 2026, please visit or call the 
Office to organise an interview with one of our leadership members.  
This process helps us to get to know your little one in support of their 
transition to school. 
If you know of a family who is wanting to join the Wooranna Park community 
in 2026, please encourage them to call the Office to organise a school tour. 
Details about the 2026 Prep enrolment process can be found on our website 
at https://www.woorannaparkps.vic.edu.au/page/12/Enrolment

FUTURE ENROLMENTS

https://www.woorannaparkps.vic.edu.au/page/12/Enrolment


Orange Short Sleeve 

Polo Shirts

Navy Blue 

Windcheater
Navy Blue 

Bomber Jacket

Navy Blue tracksuit 

pants/full length 

leggings No Jeans

Navy Blue Rugby or 

Gaberdine Shorts/Skort
Navy Blue Hat

Socks –

White, Black, Navy

Gloves and Scarves 

(White, Black, Navy)

The following items are not permitted as a part of our uniform:

Jewellery Long Earrings Nail Polish Make-Up

Summer Dress

Orange Long Sleeve

Polo Shirt

The wearing of school uniform is compulsory at Wooranna Park Primary School. For
our full uniform, please see the school website. All our uniform pieces can be
purchased at PSW, Unit 1, 9-11 South Link, Dandenong South, 3157

Sport Shoes or Black Shoes

Please clearly label all clothing items including shoes.

UNIFORM REMINDERS



CURRICULUM DAYS

STUDENT SUPERVISION
Please note that our school grounds are
supervised by school staff at the following 
times:

● Before school from 8:30am to 9am
● Throughout recess and lunch
● After school from 3:30pm to 3:45pm.

Our gates are locked each afternoon at 
3:45pm.  Students in the school grounds after 
this time will be cared for at DS Sports at the 
family’s expense.  

The school grounds are not supervised outside 
of the above times.

It is important that families understand that
the park, opposite the school, is not supervised 
by staff before or after school. 

While some families use this 
area as a meeting place, 
please know children must be 
supervised by an adult, as per 
the Greater Dandenong 
Council’s direction.

Wooranna Park Primary School recognises 
the importance of the partnership between 
schools and families to support student 
learning, engagement and wellbeing. 

Your child’s teacher will offer you a range of 
opportunities to communicate with them 
including:

✓ XUNO
✓ School diary
✓ Formal meetings
✓ Before/After school chats

If you do not have access to XUNO please 
contact our school Office and find out how 
you can obtain it as XUNO will be used several 
times each week so we want 
everyone to have access.

COMMUNICATION

CONTACT DETAILS
It is very important the school has your most 
current emergency contact telephone details,  
home and e-mail address.

If you change telephone details or home and 
e-mail address at any point, we ask that you 
update the school with your accurate contact 
details as soon as possible.

BREAKFAST CLUB

Breakfast is available for all 
students from 8:15am.

بسیار مهم است شماره تماس اضطراری 
و ٓادرس دقیق خانه شما

را ما در مکتب داشته باشیم.

اگر شما شماره تلیفون یا ٓادرس خود را تفیر 
میدهید لطفن هر چه

زودتر مکتب را اطالع دهید

Please like our Facebook page.  This page will 
be used by the school to inform families and 
the public of events and updates at the school.  
Feedback and discussion with parents/carers 
are welcome, but the school will not use 
Facebook for this purpose.  

Please contact the school directly if you wish 
to discuss matters, as per our communication 
process.  Only this Facebook page is endorsed 
by the Principal.  Any other 
Facebook pages are not 
officially authorised 
representatives of the school.

FACEBOOK

IMPORTANT DETAILS
The following days have been endorsed by 
School Council:

• Monday 25 August
• Monday 27 October 

Students do not attend school on these days. 
DS Sports will be providing childcare on these 
days.

On the last day of Terms One, Two and Three we 
have an early dismissal time of 2:30pm and on the 
last day of Term Four we finish at 1:30pm.

https://www.dssports.org/wooranna-park-primary
https://www.facebook.com/WoorannaParkPrimarySchool
https://www.facebook.com/WoorannaParkPrimarySchool
https://www.dssports.org/wooranna-park-primary


MOBILE DEVICES
In line with the Department of Education’s 
Mobile Phone policy, all phones brought to 
school must be switched off and stored 
securely in the front Office, during the school 
day.

A mobile phone is a telephone with access to a 
cellular (telecommunication) system, with or 
without a physical connection to a network. 
For the purpose of this policy, “mobile phone” 
refers to mobile phones and any device that 
may connect to or have a similar functionality 
to a mobile phone such as a smartwatch. 

When a student is not complying with this 
mobile phone policy, we will be required to 
follow a process in accordance with our 
existing student engagement polices.

Subway lunch orders are 
available each Friday.  
There is a pre-ordering 
system and orders must 
be placed via XUNO by 
4pm each Tuesday for 
the Friday’s lunch.  

Late orders cannot be 
accepted.

SAFETY

For Term One and 
Four, we wear our 

named, broad 
brimmed, navy 

blue hat at all 
times when 

outside.

SUNSMART

LUNCH ORDERS

All bike and scooter riders are required to 
wear a bike helmet in Victoria.  

Approved helmets have the Australian 
Standards Mark TM (AS/NZS 2063) and will be 
marked as suitable for cycling.

Children under the age of 12 
may ride on footpaths, as can 
a supervising adult. They are 
required to give way to 
pedestrians and to wheel their 
bicycles over pedestrian and 
children’s crossings.

Also, by law everyone 
must wear a seat belt 
when travelling in a 
car in Australia

MORE IMPORTANT DETAILS
OUT OF HOURS SCHOOL CARE

DS Sports will be providing 
Outside School Hours Care 
at Wooranna Park Primary 
School from 3.30pm to 6pm, 
every afternoon, Monday to 
Friday.

DS Sports provides an adventurous and 
stimulating After School Care program, in a 
safe and inclusive environment. 

DS zones are a place for growth and nurture 
the building of life-time skills.  Our zones 
incorporate Health, Play, Leisure, Language, 
Real Life Connections and promotes the 
building of positive relationships with peers 
and our staff.

All families are strongly encouraged to 
register their child/ren for DS Sports as it is 
free to enrol and while you are under no 
obligation to use this service it does provide 
support for you in the event of an emergency.  
For information about this program, please 
contact this service directly at: 
https://www.dssports.org/wooranna-park-
primary

https://www.vic.gov.au/mobile-phones-schools
https://www.dssports.org/wooranna-park-primary
https://www.dssports.org/wooranna-park-primary
https://www.dssports.org/wooranna-park-primary
https://www.dssports.org/wooranna-park-primary
https://www.dssports.org/wooranna-park-primary
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Good Friday

No School

Term 3 2025
Keep this handy calendar on your fridge for upcoming events at school. 
Check XUNO, visit our website, or follow our Facebook page as this 
calendar is subject to changes.

Student Led 
Conferences

3:50 – 5:50pm Student Led 
Conferences

3:50 – 5:50pm

Prep Enrolment 
Applications Due

Gala Day (5/6s)

School Council @ 6pm

School Council @ 6pm

Student Advisory 
Meeting

(Elected Leaders)

Curriculum Day
No students at 

school

Father’s 
Day Stall

Student Advisory 
Meeting

(Elected Leaders)

Book Fair

Book Character 
Dress Up Parade

District Athletics 
(Selected students)

Last Day of Term
2:40pm finish

Whole School 
Assembly @  2:40pm

Whole School 
Assembly @  2:40pm

Term Three begins
See you from 8:50am, 
to be ready to learn 

at 9am!

9795 2007
www.woorannaparkps.vic.edu.au

Aust. Maths Competition (Years 3 to 6s)

Team Time @  2:40pm

Special Lunch (P-2)

Friendship Day

Special Lunch 
(3-6)

Kids ROAR class sessions
Bullying, No Way Day

8Cranbourne 
Botanical 
Gardens 

excursion
(3/4s)

Good Friday

No School

9795 2007
www.woorannaparkps.vic.edu.au

We are proud to acknowledge the Bunurong People as 
the traditional custodians of the land on which Wooranna 
Park Primary School is located. We pay our respects to 
Elders past, present and emerging.

Whole School 
Assembly @  2:40pm

Whole School 
Assembly @  2:40pm

Mindful Monkey
(Preps)

Mindful Monkey
(1/2s)

Have you Liked our school’s 
official Facebook page? We 
post information regularly!

❑ Need ICAS!!!!
❑ Confirm AMC
Digi Tech – 5th August
Writing – 6th August
English – 12th August
Science – 19th August
Spelling – 20th August
Maths – 26th August

ICAS-English

ICAS-Mathematics

Fire Education
(Preps)

th day 
Celebration

Prep’s

Golden Assembly 
@ 9:50am

Last Day of Term
2:30pm finish

Kids ROAR 
(Parent info. session 

for Prep to 3 families @ 7pm)

Australian Maths Competition

ICAS-Spelling and 
Science

ICAS-Writing and 
Digi Tech 

Hot Chocolate 
today for $1!

Last Day of Term
2:30pm finish

Golden Assembly 
@ 9:50am

Have you enrolled your 
child/ren in after school care? 
You never know when you may 
need DS Sports!

Being Brave 
Live Show (3-6s)

Enchanted 
Adventure 
excursion 

(5/6s)

Mitch Tambo 
Performance (P-6s)

Hot Chocolate 
today for $1!

Hot Chocolate 
today for $1!

DS Sports will be open all 
day if you need childcare!

Student Advisory 
Meeting

(Elected Leaders)

Mini Fete

Responsible Pet 
Ownership (P-2s)

JSC’s Crazy Day 
(Gold Coin)

Athletics
Trials (3-6s)

Story Afternoon
(3/4s)

Moonlit Sanctuary 
Excursion (Preps)

Fire Education
(Preps)

Kids ROAR 
(Parent info. session 

for 4 to 6 families @ 7pm)

Bring along $2.50 
for a sausage!

Fairy Bread 
today for $1!

Bring up to
$10 in coins 

to spend!

https://www.woorannaparkps.vic.edu.au/
https://www.facebook.com/WoorannaParkPrimarySchool
https://www.facebook.com/WoorannaParkPrimarySchool
https://www.dssports.org/wooranna-park-primary
https://www.dssports.org/wooranna-park-primary
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